Williamstown Primary News
20th April 2017

Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45pm.

Dates to
Remember

Principals’ Comments

APRIL
Tuesday 25th
ANZAC Day –Public
Holiday
Wednesday 26th
School Council Meeting

MAY
Tuesday 2nd
2018 Prep Info Night – 7pm
Wednesday 3rd
2018 Prep Parent Tour -2:30pm
Friday 5th
Winter Sport Rnd 1

Monday 8th
CURRICULUM
DAY – No school for
students
Tuesday 9th
Gr1 Animal Land Farm
Thursday 11th
Mother’s Day Stall
Wednesday 17th
2018 Prep Parent Tour -9:30am
Monday 22nd
Childwise Parent Session –
7pm – 9pm

Contact:
Web: www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au

Email: williamstown.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9397 1248

Principals’ Comments contd.
Dear Parents,
Bentornato a scuola. Welcome back to school.
We trust you and your families enjoyed the school holidays and are ready to jump back into the new
school term. In an effort to ensure strong communication with you we have decided to publish a hard
copy of this first newsletter of the term. It contains information, which is crucial for all families and will
be followed up every fortnight with our regular online news.
Are you ready for Compass?
This term we are introducing the Compass platform to our parent community. This has been an effective
management system, which staff have been using for over twelve months. This central storage platform
manages all facets of information and data about every student including family contact details,
attendance, assessment data, behaviour chronicles, Individual Learning Plans and Student Learning
Reports. You will only have access to your child/ren’s information. Next term we will be asking parents
to use this for contacting staff, booking Student Learning Conferences, accessing student reports,
recording student attendance and accessing news feeds and newsletters.
Late last term, a letter containing information about how to log on was sent to you. Please log on and
ensure your details (including current email address) are up to date so that all information can be
delivered to you.
We also hope you will familiarize yourself with this draft policy document regarding Email Protocols
(click here for document). Using Compass, parents will be able directly email staff and vice versa. This
policy will ensure we have a clear understanding of the purpose and protocols for doing this. Please
email me if you would like to share your thoughts about this policy. All feedback will be welcome.
Finally, please note the Tiqbiz app (soon to be renamed Flexibuzz), will still be available and used
regularly. Its main function will be to remind families about upcoming events. It won’t be long however,
before you recognize the broader advantages of the Compass management system.

LoTE at Williamstown
We are very pleased to say we had a great response to our
recent LoTE (Languages other than English) survey. The
review of Languages program resulted from our 2015
School Review process during which time, parental and
staff feedback identified a need for the school to
investigate further opportunities for the learning of
Languages.
With the ongoing implementation of our extensive Art,
P.E. and Music programs, as well as the establishment of
our new Science curriculum, we need to ensure a balance
of time and commitment for our students within a very
crowded curriculum. Budgetary and human resources
must also be taken into account as we consider all factors
to ensure our children are provided with the highest
quality, guaranteed and viable curriculum.
We received 163 survey responses. Your feedback has
been compiled and has been the point of reference for our
discussions as a leadership team. It is now being shared
with the Education / Policy sub-committee of school
council. This team will
be given a further opportunity for comment as the school
determines the future direction our Languages program.
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For the remainder of the 2017 school year, Italian will be taught through an integrated approach within
the classrooms across the school. Children will be involved in a range activities which will promote the
everyday basics of the language using songs, games, iPad apps etc. We aim to review our provision of
languages this year so that the 2018 year commences with a renewed program ready to go. We will
continue to keep you informed.
Child Wise - Personal Safety Program
One of the ways our school meets its duty of care to provide a child-safe environment is through the
implementation of the Personal Safety Program, Child Wise for our Willy Kids. You may recall that last
year our staff undertook training with Child Wise, one of Australia’s leading child abuse prevention
organisations, so that we can effectively and sensitively implement a personal safety program which has
been designed to provide children with the skills to know what to do in situations where they may be at
risk of harm. Sadly, there are times when we cannot be there to provide protection for our children.
Therefore, we believe it is critical that as a school community, we do everything we can to provide our
children with skills in self-protection. So that you are able to support the learning from this program we
have provided regular information about key topics in our Curriculum Overview statements issued each
term and through the fortnightly newsletter. The following is a synopsis of the program:
What Is Personal Safety?
Personal Safety is the building up of children’s resilience and confidence in order for them to problemsolve and identify strategies to prevent them from harm and abuse. Personal Safety strategies teach
children how to identify and avoid risky situations. The program empowers and educates children to
identify and speak up about situations such as: abuse, grooming, bullying and risk-taking behaviours.
Why a Personal Safety Program?
 We want children to be safe, able to identify what is right and wrong, and what to do if they have
concerns.
 We want children to take notice of their feelings. This will enable them to respond safely to
worrying feelings, people who make them feel uncomfortable, and concerning behaviour.
 We want them to develop good observation and problem-solving skills to stay safe in
emergencies.
 We want them to be strong and confident in the knowledge that they have the right to be safe at
all times.
 We want them to have the resources and networks to call on if they have concerns or are in
danger.
The Personal Safety Program involves a holistic approach to keeping children safe. It is most effective
when there is a three-way approach to educating, teachers and other professionals, parents/carers and
children. To ensure that parents and carers are fully informed and know how to help children to stay safe, we will
once again hold an information session for you here at school. The Child Wise Parent Forum will be held on
Monday May 22nd 7:00-9:00pm in the Gallery. Please complete the RSVP form below and return it to school
ASAP. Positions are limited.
For further information, please visit the Child Wise website at www.childwise.org.au, and click on:
‘Programs’ and ‘Parents/Carers’. Additionally, speak to you child’s teacher.
If you have any additional questions and would like to chat about this program further, please contact
Mat or Andrea.


Childwise Parent Forum RSVP
The Child Wise Parent Forum will be held on Monday May 22nd 7:00-9:00pm in the Gallery.
I will be attending the Child Wise Parent Forum, _____________________________________ (name).
There will be ___ adults attending.
Please complete the RSVP form and return it to school ASAP. Positions are limited.
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Growth Mindset
“Whether you think you can, or think you can’t — you’re right.” – Henry
Ford
This year we will be sharing with you a number of articles and other
resources to help build our school community’s collective
understanding of how a Growth Mindset can enhance our children’s
resilience, confidence, collaboration, and critical and creative thinking.
Key messages about how all of us can utilise feedback, mistakes and
challenges to build an understanding of effort and lifelong learning, will be promoted amongst staff,
students and families.
The work of Carol Dweck underpins some of the most effective and powerful strategies being employed
in schools this decade. Our school website will host articles of interest about this for your ongoing
reference.
How you can help your child develop a Growth Mindset
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Introducing the 2017 new School Council
The first meeting of our new School Council team was held on the final Tuesday of term one. One of the
tasks was to elect office bearers and the convenors of our three sub-committees. We congratulate and
thank the following councillors for undertaking these roles and wish them well for their upcoming term.

It’s time to sign up the kids for the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge!
The VPRC is now open for 2017. This is where we encourage every child to join the Challenge which
encourages children to read a set number of books and record their efforts online. It's a great way to get
young people talking about reading with their friends and pushing themselves to read as many books
as they can.
There is no requirement for parent permission forms this year for children to participate in the challenge.
However if parents wish their child to be listed in the Honour Roll at the end of the challenge permission
notes will need to be signed and returned to school.
If you have any questions please visit Pam in the library or speak to your child’s teacher.
Warm regards,
Mat and Andrea
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Other snippets of info / reminders:
 Confirmed Curriculum Days (Pupil-Free days):
 Curriculum Day #3 will be held in Term 2 on Monday May 84h.
 Curriculum Day #4 will be held in Term 3 on Friday August 4th.
 Semester one Student Learning Conferences will be held on Tuesday June 27th. Please note
that all students will be dismissed at 12:30pm on this day. Details about making appointment
times will be given later. All appointments will be made using Compass.
 PREP ENROLMENT 2019 – Information Evening: Tuesday May 2nd at 7:00pm.
 Welcome to our new Willy Kids – Dylan, 2D and Alveena, 5/6W and welcome back to Issy,
2C. It’s great to have you here with us!
 Next Friday we will be celebrating the wonderful contribution our school crossing attendant,
Lee has made to our school. After many years, Lee is finishing up in this role. We will be
inviting her to attend our Friday afternoon assembly. We hope you will help make her final
weeks with us extra special. Please join us on Friday28th April, if you can.
 In case you missed it: Topics about which we have sought feedback from families during the
past 12 months:
School Newsletter
Uniform
Italian
Information evenings
Please email the school if you would like to provide feedback about any issue of importance.
Your thoughts are always welcome.
 Save the date of our Seaside Fair: Sunday November 19th
IT’S ONLY 213 DAYS AWAY! (not including the end date)

Willy Kids Are Friendly Kids
RESPECT
This week we are looking at
Playing Fairly
And next week we will focus on:
Good winners / Good Losers
Winning is great fun but we should remember that we need to win in a way that keeps our friends and
promotes others’ respect for us. Celebrate our successes but do it in a way that does not offend or hurt others.
At all times play fairly. Give others a go and stick to the spirit of the rules. In the end the game should be fun
for all, win, lose or draw.
Do
Don’t
Keep smiles and celebrations low-key.
Don’t boast about your ability or victory.
Comment on good players but do not overdo it.
Don’t comment on how far behind the others are.
Always try hard even if you are winning.
Don’t point out where the others are going wrong.
Thank others for the game.
Don’t act happy about others’ mistakes. e.g. don’t
Give others a go.
clap or laugh at poor shots.
Don’t cheat or manipulate others.
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Every Friday is
WALK TO SCHOOL FRIDAY

Gr. 5 / 6 NEWS
Team News – Welcome back! The grade 5 and 6
students have had a running start into Term Two.
We have begun the term with a focus on ANZAC
Day. The students have investigated different
aspects of this important day and how it affects
them today. Usernames and passwords for the
Victorian Premiers’ Challenge have gone home.
Students in 5/6 are encouraged to continue
reading and log their books as they go.

From Lisa Leydin, Bianca Muraca, Ella
Warmington, Steven Puhar, Matthew Scalzo,
Rebecca Dorgan.

Gr. 3 / 4 NEWS
A big welcome back to all the 3/4 students and
parents. We hope you had a relatively stress free
Easter and there are no upcoming visits to the
dentist due to over indulgence. We have a big
term ahead of us with eleven weeks crammed full
of learning. This term’s integrated topic is ‘First
Australians’ where students will be learning
about aboriginal culture and history as well as
First Fleet and Early Explorers. We also have
NAPLAN for all Grade Threes in week four.

Reminder – Homework will begin next week.
Winter interschool sports begin in week 3. More
details will follow in the upcoming weeks.
This week you could ask your child about….
What texts they have learnt about ANZAC Day.
In Mathematics… How can we represent data?

Reminders
Please remember to have your IPad charged
before coming school and to bring it in at 8:50am
when the bell sounds
This week you can ask your child about…
In Literacy… What is the difference between fact
& opinion?
In Maths… What is the relationship between
multiplication and division?
From
Emil de Vries, Michelle Jordan, Joel Kitchen,
Anna Swan, Matt Eason-Jones, Molly Hedditch
and Marcia Evans.
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Mathematics – What are some subtraction
strategies we have been learning about? (count
back, count the difference, doubles/halves,
related facts, jumping, splitting)

Gr. 2 NEWS
Welcome back to Term Two for our Year Two
families! We hope you all had a safe and
enjoyable break and that everyone is raring to go
for a very busy term ahead. We’re looking
forward to an exciting eleven weeks!

Kind regards,
The Year Two Team - Liz Beasley (2B, Leading
Teacher), Zoe Dawkins (2D, Team Leader) &
Lauren Cunningham (2C)

Science – Monday to Wednesday each week
Excitingly, this term sees the Year Two students
undertake their first formal Science lessons in the
Science lab. We will have two lessons each week,
starting from Week 2, and these lessons will
always fall on either a Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday (depending on other requirements
for the week). Our unit of work is titled ‘What’s
The Matter?’ and will focus primarily on
chemistry and physical change. We hope your
kids will have lots to talk about with you at
home!

Gr. 1 NEWS
Welcome to Term 2! We hope everybody has had
a restful and enjoyable break as this term will be
a very busy but exciting time. Our Integrated
Unit topic is From Farm to City.
Requests
If you can spare any small, round, containers
with lids (glass or plastic) they would be very
much appreciated for some of our planned
activities this term. Please hand these in to your
child’s teacher.
We would also appreciate any old magazines.
Thank you

Photos on Google Drive – BE QUICK PLEASE!
On Compass you will find a link where you can
access and download some of the photos we have
taken throughout Term 1, including swimming
and the Easter Hat Parade. Just log on for all the
details.

Excursion
On the 9th May we are heading off on an
excursion to Animal Land as part of our Term 2
unit From Farm To City. More information about
this excursion will be sent home in the coming
weeks.

Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge is
now on and we are strongly encouraging all our
students to participate. Some info will come
home this week, including your child’s username
and password to access the online portal. We’re
looking forward to lots of reading!

Welcome
This term we welcome Laura Bartholomeusz to
the Grade 1 area. Please make her feel welcome
with one of those “Willy Kid “ smiles!

St John’s Incursion – Thursday 4th May
On Thursday 4th May we will have a visit from
the St. John’s van and an educational presenter.
This free incursion teaches students how to
respond in an emergency, particularly at home
where an adult may be incapacitated.

The Grade 1 Team
Tanya Chambers, Marina Robb, Nicki Stutterd,
Mary Colangelo, Tracey Evans and Laura
Bartholomeusz

This fortnight you could ask your child about:
Reading – What is the beginning, middle and end
of the stories they are reading? What do we look
for when we are analysing characters? (actions,
reactions, speech, thoughts)
Writing – What are some story planning
techniques
we
can
use?
What
are
connectives/conjunctions?

prep NEWS
Welcome Back to School for Term 2!
We hope you and your child had a relaxing break
during the school holidays and over Easter.
Seeing our Preps waltz confidently into the
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classroom on their first day back of term, with
blue book bags in hand, demonstrated how
resilient and independent they have become. We
are now looking forward to a busy and
productive term of learning. A Curriculum
Overview will be sent home shortly providing
you with an outline of our curriculum programs
for Term 2. Please look out for it in your child’s
blue book bag next week.

Ask your child, “What are some different types
of weather?” (e.g. cloudy, sunny, windy). What is
your favourite type of weather?
Thank you,
The Prep Team
Sheena Angus, Merilyn Burgess, Rochelle White

Making a Terrarium - Plant Cuttings & Glass
Jars
In preparation for our term’s Integrated Unit,
‘Weather in My World’, we have been collecting
glass jars. This term, the Prep students will
require a glass jar to make a terrarium. If you
have any spare jars that you no longer need
(about the size of a salsa jar and big enough to
place a child’s hand in) please send them along to
school.
Also, if anyone has any small plant cuttings (eg.
herbs) and would be willing to donate them to use in
our terrariums, please contact your child’s class
teacher.

Welfare NEWS
G.A.T.E.WAYS TERM 2, 2017
G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent organisation
offering challenging and enriching activities and
experiences to develop and extend highly able
children.
G.A.T.E.WAYS runs a range of
stimulating school programs.
The following ‘On Location’ programs are
teacher-nominated programs and will be held
during Term 2 this year at various locations.
Year 5 & 6 program, ‘Powered Up Podcasting’,
ICT and Music – Hamer Hall, Melbourne,
Monday 29th May and Monday 5th June, 2017
Year 5 and 6 program, ‘Take 5’, technology –
ACMI, Federation Square, Melbourne, Monday
29th May and Monday 5th June, 2017
Year 5 and 6 program, ‘Magnificent
Masters…Van Gogh and the Seasons’, Art –
NGV, Melbourne, Tuesday 4th and Wednesday
5th July, 2017
For further information about the G.A.T.E.WAYS
programs and Expression of Interest forms,
speak to your child’s teacher, go to the
G.A.T.E.WAYS
website
at
www.gateways.edu.au or contact Lynne
Bourchier on 9397 1248 or via the school office.

Students can bring in a miniature figurine and
some pebbles from home, if they choose, to help
compile their terrarium. Over the next week, you
may like to assist your child with collecting the
items. (Your child can store their figurine and
pebbles at school in readiness to create a
terrarium in Week 3.)
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea – Save the Date!
On Friday 12th May at 3pm, the Prep grades will
be hosting a Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea in their
classrooms. Mothers, please look out for the
invitation in your child’s blue book bags closer to
the date.
This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – Where is the title page in a book?
Where will you find the blurb? Prior to reading,
read and discuss the blurbs on books together, ,
to help improve comprehension.

NUDE FOOD MONDAY

Mathematics – What types of activities do we do
in the day? What do we do at night? Discuss what
things you do together in the morning and night.
Integrated Unit: ‘Weather in My World’.
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LOST property NEWS
Lost Property Parent Helper Roster
Term 2
Week 2
24th April
3/4 S
st
Week 3
1 May
5/6 S
Week 4
8th May
Prep B

Oshclub news
Hello Everyone!
We’re really excited to be back from the holidays
and get stuck into the new term! This term we
hope to extend our nature corner so if you have
any indoor plants that you wish to donate please
feel free to drop them off. We’re also collecting
old mobile phones in a effort to help with the
conservation of gorillas so if you have any old
phone please bring them in as well.
We have lots of fun activities lined up for this
term. We hope to see you, next week our theme
is ANZAC.
Lalliette Lindsay
OSHClub Program Coordinator

Community news
Call for Volunteers:
The Williamstown Hospital Opportunity Shop is
seeking volunteers. If you would like to help
support the local hospital, have some time on
weekdays or weekends that you can spare and
like being around people and your local
community then please contact us. You will need
to undergo some training and a police check. You
will be volunteering in a supportive team
environment and assisting the community to
raise funds for the Williamstown Hospital. Please
contact Fiona Halse on 93930206 for an interview.

-11-

2017 University of NSW Competitions
This year there is the opportunity to take part in up to 3 competitions for Grades 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 students
who are interested in English, Mathematics and Science. Each participant will receive a certificate showing
their level of achievement and a detailed report showing how they performed on each of the problems.
Students are assessed only against other students in the same school year. The cost of each competition is
$10.
The competition dates are as follows:


Science – Tuesday 30 May



English – Tuesday 1 August



Mathematics – Tuesday 15 August

For further information, or practice tests, please go to https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au

The closing date for all competitions is Friday 28 April 2017.
ABSOLUTELY NO LATE ENTRIES CAN BE ACCEPTED.
Please fill in the attached form and return with your entry fee/s by Friday 28 April 2017.

Michelle Jordan


Name: ____________________________Grade Level: ___________

I give permission for my child to take part in: (Please tick)
☐ 2017 University of NSW Science Competition. I enclose the entry fee of $10.

☐ 2017 University of NSW English Competition. I enclose the entry fee of $10.

☐ 2017 University of NSW Maths Competition. I enclose the entry fee of $10.

Total amount enclosed: _______________________
Parent/Guardian signature:________________________ Date : __________
-12-

Learn keyboard and guitar at
Williamstown Primary School.

ENROL NOW ONLINE
at www.abcmusicgroup.com.au to secure
a spot for Term 2.
Group lessons are $138/term.
Lessons run every Tuesday 3:35pm –
5:35pm.
Instruments are also available for rent or
purchase through our website.
Follow us on social media for news and
updates.
@abcmusicgroup
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