Williamstown Primary News
30th March 2017

Dates to
Remember

Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45pm.

Principals’ Comments

MARCH
Friday 31st
Easter Hat Parade & Raffle
End Term 1 - Dismiss 2.30pm

Dear Parents,
The term one break is fast approaching and the Easter Bunny is on his
way: how quickly the year goes! Our Preps who just two months ago
were enjoying their very first week at school are now well and truly
settled and we are already planning for the next cohort of Willy Kids in
2018!

2018 Prep Enrolment

APRIL

Parent Information Night

Tuesday 18th
- Start Term 2
- School Council

Tuesday 2nd May at 7.00pm

‘The Learning Environment at
Williamstown’
Provisional enrolment applications will be available from the
school office from this date.

Wednesday 26th
School Council Meeting

Staffing Update
We wish Lisa Leydin and Nicki Stutterd all the best for their long service
leave which they will be taking in weeks one and two respectively next
term.
We will be welcoming Laura Bartholomeusz back to Willy Primary as she
steps in to cover for Mary Colangelo in Grade 1 C. We are pleased to report
that Mary is making progress, however she will be away for the foreseeable
future.
Our Communication with you
Next term we will be introducing the Compass platform to our parent
community. This has been an effective management system, which staff
have been using for over twelve months. This central storage platform
manages all facets of information and data about every student including
family contact details, attendance, assessment data, behaviour chronicles,
Individual Learning Plans and Student Learning Reports. Next term we
will be asking parents to use this for contacting staff, booking Student
Learning conferences, accessing reports, recording student attendance and
accessing news feeds and newsletters. The Tiqbiz app will still be available
and reminders about events will continue to be posted, however you will
soon see the broader advantages of using Compass. A letter has been sent
containing information about how to log in to Compass. You will be
requested to confirm and update your details (including current email
address and mobile phone number). Please read this draft policy document
regarding Email Protocols.
http://williamstownps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2017/03/WILLIAMSTOWN-PS-Email-Protocol-PolicyDRAFT-1.pdf.
We invite your thoughts about this; feel free to email me your feedback.
Contact:
Web: www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au

Email: williamstown.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9397 1248

Principals’ Comments contd.
Don’t forget our Easter parade tomorrow!
We are looking to a fantastic Easter parade with some wonderful displays of kids’ creativity through the
hats on display. We hope your child has something to bring along to wear. We have loved seeing the
hats some of our children have made in Art classes. Check out our Facebook page for some last minute
inspiration.
And on the Easter raffle
Many thanks to all our Willy families who have supported the Easter Raffle this year. This year, all
proceeds from the raffle will go towards installing troughs outside the Science room, so thanks to
everyone who has purchased tickets. We have received many generous contributions for the hampers
and look forward to the draw. To the magnificent team of parents who have stored all of the goodies,
bundled them up and made bows –THANK YOU to Andrea, Narelle, Cheryl, Allison, Dione, Sue, Bee
and Gae. You have once again done an outstanding job! We hope you can make it along tomorrow; you
might be one of the lucky winners!
And if it rains…
The children would be a little disappointed if it rains tomorrow however be assured it will not rain on
our parade! If the weather forces us inside we will conduct the Prep and Grade 1 parade in the hall from
9.15 – 9.45am with their buddies, the Grade 5/6s and the Grades 2, 3, and 4s will have their parade from
10 – 10.30am.
At 10.30am the Prep, 1s and 5/6s will return to the hall while we draw the raffle with the whole school.
Allergies, anaphylaxis and Easter
Just another gentle reminder with all of the chocolate around at this time of the year, please be mindful
of the kids who have to manage health issues.
As is our practise there is to be no sharing of food. Following the parade tomorrow, the Easter Bunny
will visit all the classrooms to give out Easter eggs to the students. The chocolate eggs may have traces
of nuts. We have organised nut free treats for those children with allergies.
Early Dismissal
Please remember that the school term ends tomorrow at 2:30pm.
Therefore, there will be no afternoon assembly tomorrow. The canteen will be open for counter sales
only. There will be NO LUNCH ORDERS. Thanks.
Best wishes to you and your family for a safe and happy term break followed by Easter. Term 2 will
commence on TUESDAY April 18th. We’ll look forward to seeing you then.
Warm regards,
Mat and Andrea
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Principals’ Comments contd.
Other snippets of info / reminders:
 Confirmed Curriculum Days (Pupil-Free) devoted to staff Professional Learning:
Curriculum Day #3 will be held in Term 2 on Monday May 8th. The focus will be Feedback
for Learning.
Curriculum Day #4 will be held in Term 3 on Friday August 4th. The focus will be Essential
learning Maps for Writing and Mathematics.
 Child Wise Parent Forum: Monday May 22nd 7:00-9:00pm. Pop this one in your diaries!
 Semester one Student Learning Conferences will be held on Tuesday June 27th. Students
will be dismissed at 12:30pm on this day.
 Please check the calendar on our website or TIQBIZ for other important dates in term two.
 We call upon our school community to keep an eye on our school over the holidays. Should
you see anything unusual or suspicious taking place in our school grounds please call 000
immediately. The Williamstown Police are always great at swinging by to check things are
ok. With your assistance, and that of the police and Shield Security who patrols our school
regularly, our school should be in great hands. Many thanks!
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Principals’ Comments contd.

Willy Kids are Friendly Kids
This term we are working on
COURTESY
This week we are:
Being Helpful
(ESmart focus)
And next term our focus is on

RESPECT
Playing Fairly
Good Winners/Good Losers
Body Language
Voice
Using Appropriate Language
Respecting Adults
Respecting One Another
Respecting Differences
Respecting Property – Yours and Others
Respecting Our School and our Environment
Building Relationships

Term 2 Week 1
Playing Fairly
Whatever age you are, playing games is a great pastime. There are a whole range of games we play,
from footy to cards, and while it is always good to do your best it should always be done in a fair
and friendly way.
Playing fairly means not just following the rules of the game, but following the spirit of the game.
By all means try your hardest, use your best strategies and support your team mates, but always do
this in a fair and reasonable way.
Start every game in a friendly manner. Make it obvious to everyone that you are here to enjoy
yourself and are looking forward to the fun of playing, not just winning. Encourage those in your
team and give them an opportunity to participate. Similarly, respect your opposition and all their
hard work as well. Always respect the decision of the umpire, and if things don’t go your way, be
prepared to put that behind you and get on with the game. When the game concludes you should
always congratulate both the winners and losers on their efforts; they have all tried equally as hard.
Be a modest winner and a grateful loser. Help pack up at the end if there is equipment involved,
and look forward to the next challenge. You will earn so much more respect by being a fair player
than you ever will by being a proud winner or bad loser. Playing fairly is a great challenge and one
we should always try to meet.
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the district round robin. We played 3 games and
we won 2 games out of the 3. We played
Seaholme P.S, St Mary’s Altona and in the final
we played Willy North. We played our best in all
of the games throughout the day, the results of
the day were outstanding and we are very happy
that we came second. All the games were played
fairly and we enjoyed every single moment as we
played together as a team. We would like to
thank Ella for leading us, throughout the term
and she has coached us to be the best we can be.

Every Friday is
WALK TO SCHOOL FRIDAY

Congratulations to
Week 7 – Gr2D
Week 8 - 1T

Willy Gold Girls Softball
By Sinead Goroncy
It was a fantastic day at the dog obedience
ground in Altona and we won one game out of
three putting us in fourth place. Our team was
made up of Brittany, Elena, Mabel, Sinead, Eva,
Sarah, Bella, Lily, Ohrania and Pearly.
We lost to Altona PS- who stand undefeated, and
Seaholme PS but we won against Newport
Gardens. Our team enjoyed the day and we're
disappointed that we aren't in the next round.
Thank you to our great coaches Tori and Puhie!

Gr. 5 / 6 NEWS
Team News –
Our summer inter school sports program came to
an end on Friday the 24th of March. The teams
who qualified for finals went to locations in
Altona to compete.
Students in each qualifying team have written an
exciting report of the day.

Willy Gold Boys/Mixed Softball
By Atticus Hurford
Game 1, vs St Mary's Altona
Game 1 was a very fair game, there were some
fantastic hits from both teams and St Mary's had
some great catches. It was very tense and the last
30 minutes the lead was going back and forth.
But, in the end, St Mary's Altona won 5-4
Game 2, vs Altona
Game 2 was a very unusual game, there were a
lot of dropped catches by both teams and some of
those were very important to the teams. About 30
minutes in I think that we secured the win for
that game quite well, 11-6
Game 3 vs Newport Gardens
Game 3 was the decider. If Newport won, they
would have won the whole thing because they
hadn't lost a game. It was very tense, but I think
that having that pressure improved our game
play. They had some huge hits but we caught
them all and after the very tense game we beat
them, 8-5
Scores
1. +8 St Mary's Altona PS
2. +7 Williamstown PS
3. +3 Newport Gardens PS
4. -14 Altona PS

Willy Gold Girls Basketball
By Caitlin Hoy
This season we have really improved and
showed a lot of teamwork. At the finals on Friday
we played Seaholme PS in the first game. We
played very well and came away with the win!
We made a lot of effective passes and that is what
won it for us. Next, we played Altona PS and it
was a very close game. There were a few times
that they had the ball and it looked like it was
going to go in their favour but we came out on
top. In the last game, we played Willy North, and
they were even harder to play. They made a lot
of good passes and they got a lot of goals from
out long and we got a few good goals. In the end,
Willy North won. We didn’t make to the next
round but we played really well. Congratulations
to the winning team!
Thank you to Matt Scalzo for being encouraging
and pushing us all season.
Willy Gold Girls Volleyball
By Hannah Ramsey
On Friday the 24th of March the Gold Girls
Volleyball team went to Altona P.S to compete in
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Willy Gold Girls Hot Shots
By Mickey Tesfaye
It's been a great term for the Gold Girls Hot Shots
Team. The girls were convincing winners at the
District Finals on Friday bringing home the
Premiers pennant for Willy Primary.
They will go on to the Division finals in term 4.
We've all improved so much over the term, it's
been great fun!!!
And of course we all thank Lisa for putting us in
this amazing game. And pushing us to our limits.
Willy Gold Boys/Mixed Hot Shots
By Tiffany Patrick
This year the Gold Hot Shots boys/mixed team
had an amazing season of wins which led them
straight to the finals. The team was made up of
Ben, Theodore, Tiffany, Julian, Fletcher, Michael,
Rhys, Aaron, Sebastian, James, Liam, Josh and
Lisa our amazing coach.
We were narrowly defeated by nine games at the
District finals on Friday. It was very close but in
the end we tried our best and came in second
which is fantastic.
On behalf of all the Gold Hot Shots Boys/Mixed
team we want to say thank you so much to our
amazing coach Lisa who pushed us to our very
best and led us to the finals.

.

See below for a great report from resident
student reporter, Dane Stanley. Dane covered
the Gold Volleyball inter-school sport team as
they hosted Newport Gardens at home on the
10th of March.
This week you could ask your child about….
In Literacy….Our class book “There’s a Boy in
the Girls’ Bathroom.” What action does Bradley
take to become a better student in his quest for
gold stars?
In Mathematics…What is the difference between
a prism and a pyramid?
In Inquiry….What is the difference between a
renewable and non-renewable source?
From
Lisa Leydin, Bianca Muraca, Ella Warmington,
Steven Puhar, Matthew Scalzo, Rebecca
Dorgan.
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parents and teachers all had fantastic time and
learned a lot. We would like to thank all our
parent helpers as without you the day would not
have worked anywhere near as well. Thank you
so much.
Students have been working hard on their
‘Spinning in Space’ projects this week with many
great and imaginative ways of presenting the
information. We are looking forward to sharing
these with the class on Friday.

Dane's Daily (Volleyball)
This morning in the hall we had a good old
game of volleyball (not beach) but in the hall.
Our opponents today were Newport Gardens.
Conditions: perfect conditions in the hall.
Girls captain: Georgia
Boys captain: Christian
Scores boys: 42-21 Newport Gardens 2 sets-zero
Scores girls:14-26 2 sets to zero Williamstown's
way

From the Grade 3/4 team we would like to wish
you and your families are a safe holiday period
and a happy Easter! We hope it is relatively stress
free and your chocolate consumption is eggxacerbated by the season.

Interview with Christian:
How do think you went?
We did pretty good Newport Gardens they won
and they did pretty well. We did handshakes
and you know that they felt really good about
themselves but eventually Willy Gold will win
because the more we train Thursday nights for
an hour 3:15-4:15 the better we can get.
How do you think your team mates went?
They did pretty good, Harry did some good hits
of the ball serving over the net and all the other
players they did really well.
Interview with Georgia:
What's your strong suit... serving hitting ect?
Well my strong suit is serving and our team’s is
serving because we get the ball over a lot and
we rarely miss a serve.
How do you think you went?
We went really well this game and I think we
moved around a lot we did some good rallies.

Reminders
 This Friday (31/3) is the Easter Hat
Parade so make sure to bring your hats
and costumes.
 Any last minute tickets for the Easter
Raffle are to be taken straight to the
office.

Gr. 3 / 4 NEWS
This week we had our end of unit excursion to
Science Works where we were able to see two
science shows. In the Planetarium we saw ‘Tilt’,
an animated cartoon explaining the seasons, as
well as a look at our local stars. We also took part
in a live show that looked at the relationship
between the Earth, Moon and Sun. The students,

This week you can ask your child about…
In Literacy… What are your favourite exciting
endings from stories and movies?
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In Mathematics… Can you explain, step-by-step,
how to take away with renaming and
regrouping?
In Inquiry… What did you see, hear, feel and
smell at ScienceWorks?

common 3D shapes and how can we describe
them (faces, edges, vertices)?
Unit of Work (Wonderful Willy) – What are
some of the local historical landmarks that their
peers have been presenting their talks about?

From
Emil de Vries, Michelle Jordan, Joel Kitchen,
Anna Swan, Matt Eason-Jones, Molly Hedditch
and Marcia Evans.

Kind regards,
The Year Two Team - Liz Beasley (2B, Leading
Teacher), Zoe Dawkins (2D, Team Leader) &
Lauren Cunningham (2C)

Gr. 2 NEWS

Gr. 1 NEWS

It’s hard to believe we are at the end of Term One
- how quickly the weeks have passed! As we head
into the Easter holidays we want to wish all our
Year Two families are great and safe break, and
we look forward to seeing you all for the start of
Term Two.

Congratulations on surviving Term 1! See you all
at the Easter Hat Parade on Friday. Don’t forget
those Easter Bonnets! Have an enjoyable Easter
and a safe holiday! Don’t forget 2.30 dismissal on
Friday.
Life Education Van
This week, the Life Education Van supported our
Integrated Unit, “Happy, Healthy and Safe”. The
children enjoyed their visit to the “Van” and will
be bringing home their Life Education Van
booklet on Friday. Any activities not completed
could be a fun “holiday” thing to do!

Easter Hat Parade – TOMORROW – Friday 31st
March
As is tradition at Willy Primary, we finish Term 1
with the Easter Hat Parade. This runs from
9:15am until about 10:30am, and all families are
welcome to join us for the festivities.
End of Term Early Dismissal – TOMORROW –
Friday 31st March
Don’t forget that the school term will finish
tomorrow and that students are dismissed early,
at 2:30pm.

Magazines
If you are able to donate any magazines to your
child’s class, it would be greatly appreciated as
we are running low on stocks. Thank you.
Swimming
Thanks to those who assisted with School
Swimming these past two weeks. We are very
proud of the Grade 1s for their behaviour and
efforts during Swimming. We have a very small
amount of “Lost Property”, so don’t hesitate to
pop in if you have any missing items.
Please enjoy some extracts from the children’s
Swimming Journals.

Term Two Information
Over the holidays, we will send out an email
detailing the known events of Term Two. There’s
already lots of things earmarked, so be sure to
keep an eye out for this one.
This fortnight you could ask your child about:
Reading – What is summarising? Can they
summarise the beginning, middle and end of the
stories they are reading?
Writing – What are they writing in their
swimming journal? How are they trying to ‘make
it interesting for their reader’?
Mathematics – What is the difference between a
2D and 3D shape? What are the common 2D
shapes and how can we describe them (sides,
corners, straight, curved, equal)? What are the

On day 1, I was so excited and a bit scared. Then we
got into our groups. I was getting better and better at
freestyle. It was so much fun.
Finn Barnes 1R
We went to swimming. I was in…Starfish! The bus
was bumpy. I got to do… freestyle. It was fun. I got to
do backstroke. Ava, Jack and Harriet were in my
group. It was fun.
Alexis Rippon 1T
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Today when I did Swimming, I was in the group
Jellyfish. Don’t get too close to me or else I will sting
you! We all did the dolphin move. It was so fun. Let
me tell you how to do the dolphin move. It’s very easy
for me, maybe not for you. It is very simple - all you
need to do is go up and down.
Lachlan Gawne 1S

Friends of willy
Seaside Fair:
Sunday November
19th 2017
We have another fun
Seaside Fair to look
forward to this year!
Those who enjoyed the
last one two years ago will know what a great
success it was, but may not know of the
phenomenal amount of work it took a band of
volunteers to make it happen. To help ensure the
success of this year's fair, please, please get
involved in any way you can, big or small. On the
day we need a minimum of 77 volunteers per
hour. With the fair running from 10am to 4pm
that equates to 462 man/woman hours!!!!
Before we even get to that point we require
people to start propagating plants, make
preserves and craft items, so if you have a talent
for any of those ... "On your marks, get set:
garden/cook/craft!!". And to ensure we are able
to sell all of that wonderful produce, we still have
some vacant organisational roles that we
desperately need to fill ASAP:
 Fundraising/sponsorship team
 2nd leader to help run the white
elephant stall
 Leader for the chocolate toss
 Leader for the craft stall
 Leader for the fresh produce stall
 Leader for the face painting stall

Splash! I did a safe entry into the pool. For our warm
up we did dolphin dive. Next, we did overarm. After
that we played some games.
Campbell Brown 1C
Easter Donations
Thankyou for the Easter donations, hopefully
your family is lucky enough to win one of the
beautiful hampers. Fingers crossed!
This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – What were some sizzling starts
(interesting sentence beginnings) you used or
could have used when you were writing about
Swimming?
Mathematics – (Using numbers between 0 and
100) What number comes before (a certain
number)? What number comes after? Can you
count by 10s? 2s? 5s?
Integrated Unit Topic – What is something new
you found out about in the Life Education Van?
What is something new you can do in swimming
now?
The Grade 1 Team
Tanya Chambers, Marina Robb, Nicki Stutterd,
Mary Colangelo and Tracey Evans

Could this be you? There is already a great bunch
of parents helping out in many of the other
organisational roles. There is no requirement to
attend the monthly committee meetings as we
have stall co-ordinators who attend. Your work
can be done from home at a time that suits you.
Maybe get a group of your friends together to
help out.
If so, please contact our volunteers co-ordinator
Andrea Skillen on andreaskillen@hotmail.com

NUDE FOOD MONDAY

PLANT NOW for NOVEMBER 19
As you’ll be aware, the school is holding our
fabulous Seaside Fair on 19th November which
will include a wonderful plants and produce
stall.

Congratulations to
Week 8 – Prep W
Week 9 – 1S
the grades with most nude lunches!
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If you have green fingers, please put twenty
cuttings (geraniums, herbs, succulents, grasses,
etc) into pots now so that in 9 months’ time they’ll
have taken root and be ready to sell.

To Register: Email Sr. Patricia with full details.
Email address: patricia.stone@sosj.org.au.

Also, let Annabel (the plants and
produce organiser) know if any
local houses are being renovated
or demolished so that any
unwanted plants - with the
owner’s approval! - can be potted
and given a new home via the fete
(birkenhead@primus.com.au).
And if you’re not a plant person, how about
making a dozen jars of jam or Kasoundi
(http://www.delicious.com.au/recipes/tomato
-kasundi/851af7aa-053c-480d-a6f3d027f686082b). These were extremely popular
last time and sold-out early: the more we make,
the better!

LOST property NEWS
Lost Property Parent Helper Roster
Term 2
Week 1
17th April
Prep A
th
Week 2
24 April
3/4 S
Week 3
1st May
5/6 S
Week 4
8th May
Prep B

Community news
PARISHIONERS of ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC
PARISH WILLIAMSTOWN SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAMS
Online Bookings for Confirmation children in
Yr. 5/6 will open on Friday, 17th March.
Contact must be made with Sr. Patricia
immediately by all parents interested.
To Register: Email: patricia.stone@sosj.org.au
to register your child with full information.
Prerequisite: Catholic Baptism, Reconciliation
and Eucharist.
EUCHARIST ENROLMENT is also due for
children in Yr. 4 +
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Learn keyboard and guitar at
Williamstown Primary School.

ENROLL NOW ONLINE
at www.abcmusicgroup.com.au to secure
a spot for Term 2.
Group lessons are $138/term.
Lessons run every Tuesday 3:35pm –
5:35pm.
Instruments are also available for rent or
purchase through our website.
Follow us on social media for news and
updates.
@abcmusicgroup
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