Williamstown Primary News
16th March 2017Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45pm.

Dates to
Remember

Principals’ Comments
Dear Parents,

Willy Kids say, “Bullying. No Way!”

MARCH
Monday 20th – Thursday 30th
Gr1 & 2 Swimming
Tuesday 21st
School Council
Thursday 23rd
JSC fundraiser – Cup Cake
Stall
Friday 24th
Interim Reports go home
Monday 27th
Gr3/4 visit to Scienceworks
Monday 27th – Thursday 30th
Prep –Gr2 Life Ed Van Visit

Tomorrow is the seventh National Day of Action against Bullying and
Violence. Williamstown Primary School has always had open
conversations about what bullying is and how our students can be great
Willy Kids, so we’re fortunate that if bullying does sneak into the yard or
classroom, it is quickly stomped out. We want to keep it this way!
This year, we have officially registered with the NDA so that we can
ensure our Willy Kids continue to be empowered to say 'Bullying. No
Way!'
As parents, you can find more information by checking out the Bullying!
No Way! website which explains what bullying is and strategies that
effectively deal with it. In particular, this site is especially helpful for you
as a parent when speaking to your child about bullying.

Friday 31st
Easter Hat Parade & Raffle
End Term 1 - Dismiss 2.30pm

APRIL
Tuesday 18th
- Start Term 2
- School Council

Feedback from our LoTE (Languages other than English) survey
For regular readers of our newsletter you would know that this year we
intend to review our LoTE program at Williamstown.
As you know, Italian will be taught through an integrated approach
within the classrooms across the school. Children will be involved in
range activities which will promote the everyday basics of the language
using songs, games, iPad apps etc.
We are thrilled to say we had a great response to our recent LoTE survey.
Thank you to all 163 respondents. Your feedback is being compiled and
will provide a strong platform from which to review our Languages
program going forward. Please watch out for a detailed analysis of this
survey results in next fortnight’s newsletter.

Contact:
Web: www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au

Email: williamstown.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9397 1248

Principals’ Comments contd.
Helping in the Classroom
There are many ways for parents to participate in their child’s education at Willy Primary. Assisting in
the classroom as a parent helper is one of these ways and we encourage parents to seek opportunities to
support the classroom program. If you are interested in taking on a role as a Classroom Helper, we have
developed some guidelines to assist both you, the teacher and your child. Whilst schools are relatively
dynamic and changeable environments they operate best when programs are well-planned and
organised. These guidelines aim to make your experience in the classroom a worthwhile, productive and
enjoyable time for all by introducing consistent and predictable procedures for everyone.
If you are interested in getting involved in the classroom space and helping out with programs, please
see your child’s teacher and collect a copy of the guidelines from the school office. We would then ask
that you read the guidelines and return the ‘agreement’ to your child’s teacher.
Please note that as always, every volunteer in our school must have a current Working with Children’s
Check, a copy of which must be given to the office. Thank you. We hope you enjoy your time in the
classroom!
Friends of Willy - Easter Indulgence Raffle!
Thank you to the many families who have already donated a treat of some kind to the Easter Indulgence
Raffle. And indulgence it is! As in previous years, the hampers this year will not disappoint! If you would
still like to donate an item for the hampers, please do so by Friday 24th March. Please also ensure all of
your raffle tickets and money are returned to the school ASAP in readiness for the big draw(s). If you
have already sold your book of raffle tickets and need some extras, you may collect them from the office
too.
We hope you enjoy making a special Easter bonnet with your child in preparation for our final assembly
and Easter Hat parade on Friday March 31st. It is always a very special day at WPS!
Growth Mindset
We believe when teachers have high expectations of a student’s learning and this is combined with
strong student ownership of learning, then student learning, confidence and engagement is greatly
enhanced. This year, our school is focusing on student awareness and ownership of their learning. Our
goals are:
 To implement strategies to support the development of every student’s critical and creative
thinking capabilities
 To build high expectations of their learning through the teaching of Growth Mindset principles.
 To investigate pedagogical practices to support student voice as a vehicle for enhancing teaching
and learning practices and student learning outcomes.
This year we will be sharing with you a number of articles and other resources to help build our school
community’s collective understanding of how a Growth Mindset can enhance our children’s resilience,
confidence, collaboration, and critical and creative thinking. Key messages about how all of us can utilise
feedback, mistakes and challenges to build an understanding of effort and lifelong learning will be
promoted amongst staff, students and families.
If you are interested I would encourage you to research the large evidence base that Carol Dweck has
compiled. Her work underpins some of the most effective and powerful strategies being employed in
schools this decade. Also check out our school website. We will be uploading some references and
articles of interest as well.
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Principals’ Comments contd.

Congratulations to Bianca and Ben!
We are delighted to share the wonderful news that Bianca Italiano has welcomed little Oliver Jackson
into the world on Tuesday 14th march., weighing 6lb,13 oz. All is going well as this brand new threesome
settles in and gets to know each other. We wish them all well.
Warm regards,
Andrea and Mat
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Principals’ Comments contd.
Other snippets of info / reminders:
 The first meeting of our new school council will take place Tuesday
March 21st, 2017 at 6:30pm.
 Term one concludes on FRIDAY March 31st at 2:30pm.

 Term two commences on TUESDAY April 18th at 9:00am.


Proposed Curriculum Day –Monday May 8th 2017, TBC

 Child Wise Parent Forum: Monday May 22nd 7:00-9:00pm.
Pop this one in your diaries. More details later.
 Forms - Permission to photograph and general permission are due back

ASAP please.
 The school canteen is open on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in 2017.
 Please return any outstanding Asthma Plans and Anaphylaxis Management Plans to the
office as soon as possible.

 We encourage every child to walk, ride, skate or scoot to school every Friday, in
fact every day you can\in term one.
 School commences at nine o’clock every day but the kids should arrive by the
8:50am bell so they are raring to go at 9:00am. Please note the yard is NOT
SUPERVISED prior to 8:45am.
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Principals’ Comments contd.

Willy Kids are Friendly Kids
This term we are working on
COURTESY
This week are working on
Excuse Me / Sorry
Part of being a friendly kid is realising that from time to time you might inconvenience others. You
may not mean to, but sometimes this is unavoidable. When these occasions do arise we all need to
know how to handle them courteously.
If we have to interrupt somebody working, or perhaps two people talking, we should begin by
saying “excuse me”, and then quickly explain what is so important.
Of course before we interrupt, think! Do we really have to deal with the matter immediately? Can
it wait for a short time? Is it really important? If it is important, then “excuse me” is the way to go.
Occasionally too we make mistakes which inconvenience others. We might accidentally bump into
someone, or not hold a door open for them, or interrupt them at the wrong time, or turn up late or
all sorts of things. If these things do happen, quickly apologising by simply saying “sorry”, shows
the other person that you really did not mean to inconvenience them. And of course, try not to let
it happen again. That’s really saying sorry.
Try them out this week. Excuse me and Sorry.
And next week we will look at:
Taking Turns
(eSmart focus)
Almost every day at school we need to take our turn. Sometimes it is in the classroom and other
times outside in the yard. We need to take our turn at the canteen or for the drinking taps. In games
we need to take our turns to bat, to bowl, to pick teams and all sorts of things.
Remember,
Do
wait patiently,
allow others to finish before you start,
give others a chance to have their go.
Don’t push and shove,
push in,
always have to be first.
Willy Kids are eSmart Kids
 Share computer resources
 Wait your turn
 Share computer time equitably
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In Inquiry….What are some important things to
remember when creating an electrical circuit?

Every Friday is
WALK TO SCHOOL FRIDAY

Gr. 5 / 6 NEWS
Team News –
Students in 5/6 were thrilled to be able to get into
the Science Room over the past couple of weeks.
We have been learning about current electricity
and have been getting hands on with our
investigations. We have created electrical circuits
that light up light bulbs, turn motors, and allow
for a working buzzer! It was great to see students
working in groups as scientists to solve the
problems.

From
Lisa Leydin, Bianca Muraca, Ella Warmington,
Steven Puhar, Matthew Scalzo, Rebecca
Dorgan.
Softball Report – 3rd March 2017
By Dane Stanley
This morning we played against St. Mary's, and
this isn't the one across the street, no this is the
one in Altona!
Today's team captain for W.P.S boys was Atticus,
leading his team to a lot of home runs!
Conditions: were partly cloudy (no rain) temp:
19.4c
Today's game was an away game at St. Mary's
school yard on the Soccer oval.

See below for a great report from resident
student reporter, Dane Stanley. Dane covered
the Gold Softball inter-school sport team as they
headed to St. Mary’s Altona on the 3rd of March.

Reminders –
The second homework task has gone home with
your child. This task focuses on static electricity
and requires your child to create and perform an
investigation around this scientific principle. It is
due Wednesday the 29th of March.
This week you could ask your child about….
In Literacy….Our class book “There’s a Boy in
the Girls’ Bathroom”. What connections can you
make to the characters?

Final Scores:
13-9 St. Mary's girls
10-6 St. Mary's mixed

In Mathematics…How do we know which of the
four operations we are to use to solve a worded
problem? (Are there key words that might help?)
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INTERVIEW WITH PUHIE
How do you feel with your coaching duties?
I feel I'm doing well because they are learning
how to play.

volunteering
community.

their

time

for

the

school

Reminders
Please make sure all excursion notes are returned
as soon as possible to the classroom teacher. We
also need adult helpers for the excursion (four
per class) if you are able to help and have a
current Working With Children Check please
talk to your classroom teacher.

How do you feel your team went?
The girls did extremely well and their pitching
and fielding improved throughout the game.
What do you think of the other team?
They did really well with a few big hits.

This week you can ask your child about…
In Literacy…How do you plan a narrative?
In Mathematics…How do you set out vertical
subtraction?
In Inquiry… What is the relationship between
the Earth, moon and sun?
In Child Wise…What are ways you can express
your feelings when you feel scared or anxious?

How do you think they went on the new field?
They adjusted to the new conditions well.

From
Emil de Vries, Michelle Jordan, Joel Kitchen,
Anna Swan, Matt Eason-Jones, Molly Hedditch,
Johanne Ford and Marcia Evans.

Gr. 3 / 4 NEWS
Last week the excursion notes went home for our
end of term excursion to Scienceworks and
Planetarium. This is the perfect bookend to our
science unit ‘Spinning in Space’ both staff and
students are quite excited about this adventure
into the final frontier. This will be happening in
conjunction with an end of unit science project
where students will be presenting their
understanding and reflecting on their learning
journey, a note with more information will be
sent home closer to the project start date. The 3/4
team would like to congratulate those students
that were selected for the regional relay team. We
are sure you will represent Williamstown
Primary proudly and with the Willy Kid attitude.
This week we completed our second Big Write
for the year. It always helps to talk with your
child about the picture/stimulus and what ideas
they have for their writing. Some children like to
bring notes for their Big Write to assist them
which is encouraged. The Play Pod is also up
and running with many grade 3/4s serving as
Pod Monitors. We would like to thank them for

Gr. 2 NEWS
Well we’ve tipped over the halfway point of the
term and with such a busy few weeks coming up,
we’re sure it is going to fly!
Warm Water Swimming – NEXT WEEK Monday 20th March to Thursday 30th March
We’re nearly there! From Monday 20th March to
Thursday 30th March, we will be undertaking
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our warm water swimming program at the
Maribyrnong Aquatic Centre. Year Two students
will be hopping on the bus at 1.15pm, will be in
the water from 2-2:45pm, and are expected to
have returned to school by 3:30pm. Depending
on traffic, we may be slightly delayed on our
return so if we are not back at school right on the
bell, please don’t be alarmed. We are also
looking for lots of parent helpers to join us on the
bus, and a sign-up sheet can be found on the
external doors of the corridor leading to your
child’s classroom. If you are keen to assist, you
must have a valid Working With Children Check.
Please note that even if you don’t list yourself
down as a parent helper, you are more than
welcome to come along to the pool as an
observer. The only restriction is that you will not
be allowed into the change rooms without us
citing a Working With Children’s Check first
prior to the day (as per school policy).
Here are some other reminders for swimming:
 Please remember to label all your child’s
items – it’s chaos in the change rooms
after the lesson and we often have to find
the owners of lost items. Labels are our
saviour!
 Please have a few run-throughs with your
child about how to pack their bag, get
ready once we’re there (i.e. put socks in
their shoes, clothes in the bag, towel on
the top so their clothes don’t get wet at the
end of the lesson), how to dry off, get
dressed and repack at the end of the
lesson. You’d be surprised how many
kids stand there in the nude, hoping an
adult will come along and dress them even in Grade Two!
 A reminder that the Year Twos will bring
their bathers to school and get changed in
our toilets before we go to the pool. They
will need to bring their bathers, a towel,
goggles (if they wear them), undies
(should be worn to school), a plastic bag
to put the wet towel and bathers in, a
swimming cap (if they wear one – highly
recommended so that they don’t have wet
hair all day!) and a hairbrush if needed. If
your child has long hair, it is very
important that they have their hair tied
back before coming to school. Buns or
plaits are usually best for swimming as it
keeps the hair out of their face.





During the swimming weeks we also
notice a huge increase in the kid’s
appetites at school and we strongly
recommend packing extra in their
lunchboxes.
Swimming Helpers are asked to meet us
at the Seagull Gates at 1:10pm. We require
our two parent helpers to join us on the
bus, both ways, each day, so that we meet
the student-to-adult travel ratio. If you
are rostered to attend as a helper but are
now unable, it is essential that you let us
know as soon as possible so that we can
replace you.
There will be an adjusted specialist
timetable for the swimming weeks.
o 2B – PE (10:05am on Monday),
Music (10:05am on Tuesday),
Library (9:05am on Wednesday),
Art (10:05am on Friday).
o 2C – PE (11:30am on Wednesday),
Library (10:05am on Thursday),
Art (11:30am on Thursday), Music
(10:05am on Friday).
o 2D – Library (11:30am on
Tuesday), Music (11:30am on
Wednesday), PE (11:30am on
Thursday), Art 9:05am on Friday).

Term 1 Oral Presentations
Last week we sent home some information about
the Term 1 Oral Presentations, and we are
looking forward to these, starting from Monday.
If you have any questions or require another copy
of this information, please see your child’s
classroom teacher.
Life Education Van – Monday 27th March to
Thursday 30th March
This year the Year Prep to Two students will be
participating in a program with the Life
Education Van. The Year Two focus is on
friendships, resilience, and personal safety. A
note has already come home about this and is due
back this week. The session times are:
 2B – Wednesday 29th March @ 11:30am
 2C – Wednesday 29th March @ 9:05am
 2D – Thursday 30th March @ 9:05am
This week you could ask your child about:
Reading – What is a text-to-world connection?
What is happening in the book that you can link
to a real-life event? What is the ‘questioning’
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Reminders
Please return Life Education Van permission
notes and Easter Raffle ticket monies.
Remember to start thinking/organising/making
the Easter Hat for the Easter Hat Parade on the
last day of Term 1.
Swimming begins on Monday.
If you can donate any old magazines, it would be
very much appreciated in each of the Grade 1
classes.

strategy? What types of questions can we ask
(literal, inferred, evaluative) and what sentence
stems can we use?
Writing – What is ‘tightening tension’? How can
we increase the tension in our stories?
(descriptive language, short/long sentences).
Mathematics – What are some of the addition
strategies we have been learning about? (count
on, jump by tens, using doubles and near
doubles, split strategy).
Unit of Work (Learning to Learn) – What does
‘yet’ mean? What is something that we cannot do
yet?
Unit of Work (Wonderful Willy) – What are
some of the local historical landmarks?

Mary Colangelo 1C
Mary is now recovering at home and we wish her
a speedy recovery and hope to see her soon.
Sending her all our love and well wishes. A big
thank you to Marcia Evans for stepping in and
working in 1C on a Tuesday until Mrs C is back
on her feet. Welcome to Grade 1, Marcia!

Kind regards,
The Year Two Team - Liz Beasley (2B, Leading
Teacher), Zoe Dawkins (2D, Team Leader) &
Lauren Cunningham (2C)

This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – Can you think of any Wow words?
Mathematics – Can you start at a certain number
and continue the pattern by adding on 2 more?
What are odd and even numbers? Is our address
an odd or even number?
Integrated Unit Topic – What makes a healthy
lunch? How do I cross the road safely?

Gr. 1 NEWS
With a short week this week, there are only
another two weeks to go after that until the end
of Term 1. How quickly time flies! Quick, get
those Easter Bonnets in order!

The Grade 1 Team
Tanya Chambers, Marina Robb, Nicki Stutterd,
Mary Colangelo and Tracey Evans

Congratulations
Well done to our Junior School Councillors on
receiving their badges at Monday Morning
assembly last week. We would like to introduce
the Grade 1 J.S.C for 2017:
Ava O’Toole 1T
Finn Barnes 1R
Lex Dalton 1S
Phoebe Black 1C

PREP NEWS
School Crossing Visits
Next week, in keeping with our Integrated Unit
of Work ‘Starting School’, the Preps will be
visiting the School Crossing in Electra Street to
practise correct use of the school crossing. Please
support us in our efforts to ensure the children
travel to and from school safely by utilising the
school crossings, where possible.
The schedule for our School Crossing Visits is as
follows:
Prep B – Monday 20th March
Prep W – Tuesday 21st March
Prep A – Thursday 23rd March

Swimming
Swimming begins next Monday, 20th March.
Please make sure your child’s clothing is labelled
and they have a towel, goggles (if required),
swimming cap (if required) and spare undies
packed in their bag. Extra lunch/snack packed
into lunch boxes is a great idea as the children
always appear extra hungry when we return to
school after swimming. Strictly, no food or drink
is to be taken to the pool. Thank you to the
parents who have volunteered their time to come
swimming with their grade.

Life Education Incursion
In the last week of term, the Preps will attend a
one-hour session in the Life Education Van. This
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This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – Try some more of the suggested
activities in your child’s ‘Words I Am Learning’
book to support your child’s learning of High
Frequency Words. Have you tried the ‘Word
Quizzes 1, 2, and 3’ listed on the blue handout in
your child’s ‘Words I Am Learning’ book?

Incursion is linked to our Integrated Unit
‘Starting School’. The Prep grades will be
attending the Life Education Mobile Classroom
on the following days:
Prep W – Monday 27th March
Prep A – Tuesday 28th March
Prep B – Wednesday 29th March

Mathematics – The students have been sorting
and comparing objects according to their length
and size. Ask your child to compare which object
is bigger or smaller, thinner or thicker, whilst
comparing objects at home or in the
environment.

Please Note: If you would like to know more about the
Life Education Mobile Classroom Program, we
suggest that you attend the Parent Information
Session at school on Monday 27th March between
9.10am – 10.05am.
Fire Education Program
Each year, the Preps participate in a Fire
Education Program, which is a fire safety
education program for children in Grade Prep.
The program is delivered over two sessions by
firefighters at the school and helps students to
develop a basic understanding of fire safety students will also learn that firefighters can help
us. This program has been booked for Term 2 and
the dates are now confirmed, therefore, you may
like to save the dates to your calendar. The two
morning sessions will occur on Wednesday 3rd
and Wednesday 10th May.

Integrated Unit: Starting School (Learning 2
Learn, Learning 2 Be) – We have been talking
about ways to travel to and from school safely.
Ask your child, “What can you do to travel safely
to and from school?” Please remember to use the
school crossings around the school when
travelling to and from school to reinforce safe
behaviours.
Thank you,
The Prep Team
Sheena Angus, Merilyn Burgess, Rochelle
White

Glass Jars
In preparation for next term’s Integrated Unit,
‘Weather in My World’, we are beginning to
collect glass jars. Next term, the Prep students
will require a glass jar to make a terrarium. If you
have any spare jars that you no longer need
(about the size of a salsa jar and big enough to
place a child’s hand in) please send them along to
school.

Junior school council
Hi everyone,
We are raising money for the Royal Children’s
Hospital Good Friday Appeal by holding a
cupcake stall on Thursday the 23rd of March. We
are hoping to raise $1300. Here is the link to our
donations page in case you would like to add to
what we raise at our cupcake stall.
https://2017goodfridayappeal.everydayhero.co
m/au/williamstown-primary-school
Remember to bring along some money if you
would like to buy a $1 or $2 cupcake on Thursday
the 23rd of March.
Can all parents interesting in baking cupcakes for
our stall please get in touch with your parent rep
and let them know you can contribute. We will
need the cupcakes brought to Liz’s room on the
morning of the stall with ingredients attached to
the labelled containers.
Thanks,
JSC reps 

Reminders:
 Each morning, classroom doors open at
approximately 8.50am. This is a good
time to pass on a quick message to your
child’s teacher or to arrange a time to
meet if a longer discussion is required.
Please refrain from having a conversation
with the class teacher at 9am.
 If your child is absent from school for any
reason, please send a note to your child’s
classroom teacher or email the school via
the main website.
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will include a wonderful plants and produce
stall.

Friends of willy

If you have green fingers, please put twenty
cuttings (geraniums, herbs, succulents, grasses,
etc) into pots now so that in 9 months’ time they’ll
have taken root and be ready to sell.

Seaside Fair:
Sunday November 19th 2017
We have another fun
Seaside Fair to look
forward to this year!
Those who enjoyed the
last one two years ago
will know what a great
success it was, but may
not
know
of
the
phenomenal amount of work it took a band of
volunteers to make it happen. To help ensure the
success of this year's fair, please, please get
involved in any way you can, big or small. On the
day we need a minimum of 77 volunteers per
hour. With the fair running from 10am to 4pm
that equates to 462 man/woman hours!!!!
Before we even get to that point we require
people to start propagating plants, make
preserves and craft items, so if you have a talent
for any of those ... "On your marks, get set:
garden/cook/craft!!". And to ensure we are able
to sell all of that wonderful produce, we still have
some vacant organisational roles that we
desperately need to fill ASAP:
 Fundraising/sponsorship team
 2nd leader to help run the white
elephant stall
 Leader for the chocolate toss
 Leader for the craft stall
 Leader for the fresh produce stall
 Leader for the face painting stall

Also, let Annabel (the plants and produce
organiser) know if any local houses are being
renovated or demolished so that any unwanted
plants - with the owner’s approval! - can be
potted and given a new home via the fete
(birkenhead@primus.com.au).
And if you’re not a plant person, how about
making a dozen jars of jam or Kasoundi
(http://www.delicious.com.au/recipes/tomato
-kasundi/851af7aa-053c-480d-a6f3d027f686082b). These were extremely popular
last time and sold-out early: the more we make,
the better!

LOST property NEWS
Lost Property Parent Helper Roster
Term1
Week 8
20th March
Prep W
Week 9
27th March
1S
Term 2
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4

Could this be you? There is already a great bunch
of parents helping out in many of the other
organisational roles. There is no requirement to
attend the monthly committee meetings as we
have stall co-ordinators who attend. Your work
can be done from home at a time that suits you.
Maybe get a group of your friends together to
help out.
If so, please contact our volunteers co-ordinator
Andrea Skillen on andreaskillen@hotmail.com
PLANT NOW for NOVEMBER 19
As you’ll be aware, the school is holding our
fabulous Seaside Fair on 19th November which
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17th April
24th April
1st May
8th May

Prep A
3/4 S
5/6 S
Prep B

Community news

Books and Pencils Wanted for Disadvantaged
kids
We are a group of former Williamstown
Primary year 9 students attending
Williamstown High School. During the first
term of year 9, we have participated in a project
called MAD (Making a Difference). The projects
purpose is to raise awareness for an issue or our
choice. As a group, we have decided to raise
awareness about the issue Child Poverty. Our
goal is to collect donations from the local
community in the form of stationary which we
would package up into pencil cases and donate
them to the Les Twentyman foundation that is a
Victorian based organisation that supports
asylum seekers in need. If you are unable to
donate stationary, we would appreciate a
donation of money which we would use to buy
new stationary which we will add to the
packages.
There will be a box in the office where you can
put your donations if you wish to donate.



We need volunteers to be
marshals
 to help register the competitors
 to sell the Walkwest T shirts
Come and have a fun day with the Western
Health Volunteer Team

 You will get a free t shirt
 Refreshments during the day
We need you from 8am -1pm on
Sunday 26th March
If you are interested please contact Jo Spence
( or your own co –ordinator )
Ph: 83451201, jo.spence@wh.org.au
It is held at Footscray Park along the
Maribyrnong River
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