Williamstown Primary News
2nd February 2017 Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45pm.

Dates to
Remember
FEBRUARY
Tuesday 7th
- Safer Internet Day
- House Swimming Carnival
- Prep Photos

Principals’ Comments
Dear Parents,

Friday 10th
Summer Sport Rnd 1
Tuesday 14th
Friends of Willy (FOW)- first
meeting
Friday 17th
Summer Sport Rnd 2
Tuesday 21st
School Council- last meeting for
2016 council.
Thursday 23rd
Prep Welcome BBQ-5:30pm
Friday 24th
- GRIP Leadership
Conference
- Summer Sport Rnd 3
Monday 27th
Parent Info Night
- Prep at 6pm
- Gr1 & 2 at 7pm
Tuesday 28th
School Photos

Parent Info Night
- Gr3/4 at 6pm
- Gr5/6 at 7pm

MARCH
Friday 3rd
Cleanup Schools Day
Summer Sport Rnd 4
Contact:
Web: www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au

Our first two days have gone smoothly. We are very pleased to say that
all our Willy Kids have settled well into their new classrooms with a new
group of learning buddies and their new teacher. This includes the 68
new Preps we have welcomed to school life. We are pleased to report that
we’ve enjoyed smiles all round.
We hope that you’re enjoying positive conversations at home as well and
that you’re confident your child is feeling settled and is on track for a
great year. Please let us know if there is anything you are concerned
about.
We would like to make a special welcome to our newest staff members
and students.
Welcome to the following staff: Lauren Cunningham, 2C, Matt EasonJones 3/4E, Emil de Vries 3/4T, Bianca Muraca, 5/6M, Ella Warmington,
5/6 W, Rebecca Dorgan, 5/6D and Faye Ferry, Music/Performing Arts.
We also welcome back Tracey Evans (1C) and welcome Kate Bentley
who’ll be joining the Education Support team for term one. Welcome and
good luck to you all!
And welcome to our new Willy Kids as well!
Year 1: Lucy, Kassia, Isla and Harry
Year 2: Gabriel, Duy, and Valentina
Year 3: Emma, Isaac, Jasper, Grace and Tahlia
Year 4: Torbjorn, Polly, Tillie, Metta and Evie
Year 5: Ava, Matthew, Zaid and Benjamin
Year 6: Theodore and Santiago

Email: williamstown.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9397 1248

Principals’ Comments contd.
Keeping in touch – Our communication with you
Throughout the year there will be times when you need to contact your child’s teacher(s) or one of the
school principals. We encourage frank and open discussions at all times and would suggest that any
matter, major or minor, is best dealt with sooner rather than later.
In the first weeks of the term there will be plenty of information shared between teachers and welfare
staff about individual students, however if there is something you are concerned about, unsure of or
puzzled by regarding your child we would encourage you to make an appointment with your child’s
teacher ASAP.
While it may be convenient to catch a teacher before or after the school day this is certainly not the
most appropriate time to have an in-depth discussion about your child. So how do you do this? Drop a
note or email to the school, directed to the class teacher asking them to call you; alternatively, you can
pop in to the classroom from 8:50 in the morning – although once again, this is not the time to actually
discuss the concerns. In taking care of your child, no matter is too minor, but it will help everyone if
we can manage this well for the convenience of everyone. Thanks.
And speaking of communication
Please download the TIQBIZ app to your iPad or Smart Phone and subscribe to your child’s 2017 year
level. This platform will keep you up to date with reminders and the newsletter which this year will be
published every fortnight this year.
To view photos and hear about events and celebrations we have shared, check out the School website,
as well as the school Facebook page and Instagram page.
Our new uniform
We want to thank you for your patience with DCS as they have worked hard to meet some tight
timelines for us while we are updating our uniform. As of today, our understanding is that updated
dresses and backpacks are available. So are the new spray jackets, sports shorts and sports tops. The
royal blue polo shirts (standard uniform) with the new logo are also now available in store.
The windcheaters with new logo will be available in approximately 10 days. New track pants will
arrive within the month and the new skort is being worked on but may take a little longer.
Please note: the new school sport T-Shirt and sports shorts which are a big hit for the kids are for P.E. days and
Sports days only. Please see your child’s class timetable to tell you when these days are. Thanks.
Summer Uniform (Term 1 & 4 )
Girls
Boys
WPS Summer dress
WPS skort (*new design pending to
be worn with Polo shirt only))
WPS polo shirt (royal blue)
WPS polo shirt (royal blue)
WPS shorts
WPS shorts
WPS zip neck pullover
WPS zip neck pullover
WPS Sun Smart hat (mandatory for WPS Sun Smart hat (mandatory
Term 1 & 4)
Term 1 & 4)
WPS spray jacket *new
WPS spray jacket *new

for

F.O.W – Parent Class representatives
Are you interested in being a Class Representative? It is a great opportunity to work closely with your
child’s teacher and our community. The key roles are:
 compiling the class contact list at the beginning of the year
 helping with the organisation of the Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day stalls
 helping with class celebrations
 facilitating lost property duty
 welcoming new families.
If this sounds a bit like you, or the person you you’d like to be (!), please let your class teacher know.
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‘Meet the Teacher’ Information nights
On Monday February 27th and Tuesday 28th February our teaching teams will hold information
sessions which we strongly encourage all families to attend. Each year of school is different and our
experience suggests that there are significant transition issues for children at any year level.
The sessions will be no longer than one hour in total: half an hour will be to share curriculum
information and insights with you about your child’s new school year; followed by an opportunity to
meet your child’s teacher and visit and learn about your child’s classroom.
Monday February 27th
The Prep team will present at 6:00pm in the Redbrick Hall
The Year 1 team will present at 7:00pm in the Redbrick Hall, and
The Year 2 team will also present at 7:00pm in Rooms 10 and 11, (Liz’s room).
Tuesday February 28th
The Year 3 /4 team will present at 6:00pm in the 5/6 Gallery space.
The Year 5 / 6 team will present at 7:00pm in the 5 / 6 Gallery space.
We look forward to seeing you!

Willy kids and Super kids: Assembly celebrations
Once again this year we will be running our whole school assemblies on Monday mornings and Friday
afternoons from 2:40pm. Assemblies at these times occur so that we can maximise the learning time for
all our students during the morning block which is the prime time for learning.
We are very much looking forward to being able to utilize a new shady space outside the music room.
Monday assemblies aim to be short and sweet with the main tasks being the awarding of Super Kid
awards for those students who have been exemplary the previous week, a few notices for the week, the
declaration and the national anthem. We aim to have students in class ready to learn by 9:20am. Given
the number of students attending please ensure your child is at school and ready to go no later than
8.55am so that they can move to this assembly on time.
Monday assemblies are held outside the music room under the large shade sail and the grades line-up
with the preps at the front and the 5\6 at the back. Friday assemblies are held in the hall.
Friday assemblies are run by classes who confer Willy Kid awards, the Nude Food and Walk to School
Award and typically a presentation. It is therefore an opportunity to celebrate the week at school.
Typically, in true Willy style, we like to enjoy a whole school sing along at these gatherings as well.
Loads of fun!
Parents are most welcome to assemblies; we would love to see you there. If you are coming along
please help us by standing to the side of the Monday assemblies and participating in the ceremony –
certainly standing for the national anthem. And if you are coming along on Friday please stand at the
back of the hall and join in! Thanks.
Congratulations
All the best to Rebecca who was engaged over the holidays to her partner Sean. All of Willy Primary
wishes you both, every happiness!
We also congratulate Mat Montebello and his wife Laura who had a beautiful little girl, Luella Mae in
January.
Vale
Sadly we have learned of the passing of Peg Wilson, Principal of Williamstown Primary School
between the years of 1992 -1997.
Warm regards,
Andrea and Mat
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Other snippets of info
 Are your details up to date? It is ESSENTIAL that the school has accurate information;
particularly contact details, in case of an emergency or illness.
 Essential Education Items (once known as Booklists) are payable now at the office. The cost
of these essential items is $270 per child which equates to around $1.25 per day.
 The canteen will again operate at Willy in 2017, however for three days a week (closed
Mondays and Tuesdays).
 All parents or visitors to the school must sign in at the office before entering their child’s
classroom.
 Don’t forget your child needs a hat and sunscreen every day this term.
 Forms - Permission to photograph and general permission are due back ASAP please.
 Individual SCHOOL and class PHOTOS this year will be held on Tuesday February 28th
 The library will be open for borrowing at lunchtime every day this year.
 We encourage every child to walk, ride, skate or scoot to school every Friday, in fact every
day you can in term one.
 School commences at nine o’clock every day but the kids should arrive by 8:50am so they
are ready and raring to go especially on assembly days – Monday and Friday. Please note
the yard is NOT SUPERVISED prior to 8:45am.
 Willy Primary promotes a rubbish free environment and celebrates classes who have “Nude
Food” in their lunch box.
 Classroom Helpers session for Prep 2017 and new parents will be held on Monday February
27th straight after assembly from 9:20am

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements and private property brought to school.
Parents are reminded that the Department of Education does not provide personal accident insurance or
ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students,
including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.
It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into their preferred options in this regard. The Department
cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance
cover.
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not accept
any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment
and cars parked on school premises. As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to
schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property, students and staff should be
discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.
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Would you like to be a member of our school council?
School council nominations 2017 are coming up! Here is some information about the school
council which you may find helpful
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
There are three possible categories of membership:
1. A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the elected members must be from
this category.
2. A mandated elected Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DET)
Members of this category may make up no more than one third of the total membership of
school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
3. An optional community member category.
Its members are co-opted by the decision of the council because of their special skills, interests
or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be community members.
The term of office for members is two years. Normally half the members retire each year and this
creates vacancies for the annual school council elections. Retiring members are eligible for further
terms and it is common for them to renominate.
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape
the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and
may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which will be held in March this year if required.
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider:
 standing for election as a member of school council
 encouraging another person to stand for election.
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON A SCHOOL COUNCIL?
No. What you need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school’s future.
HOW CAN I NOMINATE?
Nominations will soon be called to fill the vacant positions of our School Council in the following
categories:
Membership category
Term of Office
Number of Positions
Parent Member
March 2017 to March 2019
4
DET employee member
March 2017 to March 2019
2
DET employee member

March 2017 to March 2018

1

Nomination forms will be available from the available from the school office from Friday 17th
February. We strongly recommend you seek out further information in next fortnight’s newsletter,
February 16th.
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Willy Kids are Learning to learn; Learning to Be
The school year has commenced with a whole-school unit of work “Learning to learn;
Leaning to be”. All year levels are involved in this unit which will support every child as they
step-up and into their new year level. Our expectations for learning are high!
The unit sets the standard for our discipline based learning programs (English, Mathematics,
Humanities, Science etc.) as new skills and understandings will be taught about our expectations of the learning
programs in each year level. We believe this will ensure every student is well-prepared and supported for a
successful academic year. An emphasis on Learning Tools and Strategies as well as our preferential Learning
Styles will also be included.
Additionally, the unit will explore curriculum strands related to Personal and Social Learning Civics and
Citizenship and Interdisciplinary Learning. Teachers and students will focus on building strong relationships and
a dynamic community of learners as everyone settles into their new learning environment. An emphasis will be
placed on discovering the many ways individual learners learn, different ways of thinking and solving problems,
agreements about working collaboratively and effective forms of communication. These learning skills fit well
within our Willy Kids are Friendly Kids framework, promoting resilient and confident learners.
This year the department of education has also mandated the teaching of Respectful Relationships. The Child
Wise curriculum which was explored last year by our staff and community fits within this.
Students in our years 3 -6 classes will be exploring concepts and understandings about how the brain works. They
will also be exploring characteristics of having a Growth Mindset rather than a Fixed Mindset. There is a good
body of research around these days about the Growth Mindset. Children who can say “I’m not good at X YET,”
show far greater learning improvement than others who may have high, yet fixed expectations of themselves as
learners. There’ll be more information on this over the course of the term.
We hope you’ll enjoy chatting to the children about this unit over the next few weeks.

Willy Kids are Friendly Kids
This term we are working on
COURTESY
Smile and Have Fun
And next week,
Listening
With all classes now well underway, one of the most important skills any child or adult can
develop is the skill of listening. Listening involves a lot more than hearing. Listening means
concentrating on what the other person is saying, showing that you are listening by looking at the
speaker and responding in some way; perhaps by nodding your head and certainly by responding
to what they say with a question or statement.
Some do’s and don’ts
Do look at the person speaking.
Stand still while you’re listening.
Respond to the speaker.
Don’t fidget or look at the ground.
Do concentrate on what you want to say.
Don’t ignore the speaker or change the subject unless that is appropriate.
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