Williamstown Primary News
16th February 2017Supervision in the Yard commences at 8.45 a.m. and finishes at 3.45pm.

Dates to
Remember

Principals’ Comments

FEBRUARY
17th

Friday
Summer Sport Rnd 2
Tuesday 21st
School Council- last meeting for
2016 council.
Thursday 23rd
Prep Welcome BBQ-5:30pm
Friday 24th
- GRIP Leadership
Conference
- Summer Sport Rnd 3
Monday 27th
Parent Info Night
- Prep at 6pm
- Gr1 & 2 at 7pm
Tuesday 28th
School Photos

Parent Info Night
- Gr3/4 at 6pm
- Gr5/6 at 7pm

MARCH
Friday 3rd
Cleanup Schools Day
Summer Sport Rnd 4
Tuesday 7th March
Friends of Willy Meeting –
6.30pm in the staffroom

Contact:
Web: www.williamstownps.vic.edu.au

Dear Parents,

Williamstown Primary School Council
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS AND NOTICE OF
ELECTION
Would you like to be a member of our school council?
We are proud of our achievement record here at Williamstown Primary
and the results show sustained student improvement over a number of
years. With our four year School Strategic Plan in its review year, we are
able to look back and reflect on the many number of improvements that
have been made, as well as our continued strength as a successful,
leading school community. This is an exciting time to be looking forward
and developing our next strategic plan.
One of the reasons for such sustained improvement at our school has
been the strength of our School Council over many years. All
government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally
formed bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school
within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is
able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides
to its students.
Our Council continues to be a very efficient, co-operative and hardworking team, with a strong vision of what we can achieve as a
community. School Council meetings have been friendly and focussed as
each councillor has a clear understanding of his/her role and how the
group can continue to improve the environment for all of our community.
Each year around half of the School Council positions are declared open
as members complete their two year terms.
There are four parent and three DET representative vacancies on School
Council this year. James Berry, Cara McMahon, Peter Langford and Gary
Poole (parents) and Mat Montebello and Zoe Dawkins (DET) have
completed their term. Cat Oldham who filled a Community vacancy has
also come to the end of her term. Due to Maria Villani’s retirement at the
end of last year, (DET rep) we have a consequential DET vacancy. We
thank these members for their tireless work and commitment to our
school during the course of their term.
Of course, past councillors may choose to renominate however we will
certainly need some new parent representatives. If you are considering
nominating for School Council it is strongly recommended that you visit the
Department of Education and Training (DET) website, particularly noting
the following document:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/scho
olcouncilguide.aspx

Email: williamstown.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9397 1248

Principals’ Comments contd.
The booklet gives an overview of the function of School Councils, the roles and responsibilities of
members and how the meetings, committees and procedures are best organised to produce the
optimum results for the school.
While we cannot insist aspiring School Councillors read this booklet, the successful and enjoyable
function of school council will be best served if interested parents know what school council’s role is,
(and isn’t), and how to make the most of it.
How can I nominate?
Nomination forms are available from the school office from tomorrow, Friday February 17th. If you
are interested, or have any questions or would just like an encouraging chat, pop into the school office.
You are able to nominate yourself and a seconder is no longer required. Once the nomination form is
completed, return it to the school office no later than 4:00pm on Tuesday February 28th 2017.
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category
open for election are as follows –
Membership category
Parent Member
DET employee member

Term of Office
March 2017 to March 2019
March 2017 to March 2019

Number of Positions
4
2

DET employee member

March 2017 to March 2018

1

Will there be an election?
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the school office by 4:00pm on Tuesday February
28th 2017. Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the
school.
If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to the effect and calling for
further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. If the number of nominations
equates with the number of vacancies no ballot will be required.
If an election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Williamstown Primary School a
ballot will be required which will close at 4.00pm on Tuesday March 14th 2017. Following the counting
of votes, the new School Council published for the community on Thursday March 16th 2017.
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION TIMELINE
Date
Action
th
Thursday 16 February 2017
Information re School Council and Nominations for vacant School
Council positions called for in the school newsletter
Friday 17th February 2017
Nomination forms available from the office
th
Tuesday 28 February 2017
Nominations close 4.00pm
Wednesday 1st March 2017
List displayed for all candidates
nd
Thursday 2 March 2017
Notification and information in school newsletter
Monday 6th March 2017
Ballot papers distributed if election is required.
Tuesday March 14th 2017
Close of ballot 4.00pm
th
Wednesday March 15 2017
Votes counted and ballot declared.
Thursday March 16th 2017
New School Council published in newsletter
st
Tuesday March 21 2017
First School Council Meeting of the new council
2017 Student Leaders
Our teachers have been blown away by the many Willy Kids who over the past week have put up their
hand and tried out for a Student Leader role. We congratulate everyone who recently nominated for a
Leadership position at Willy Primary in 2017. Every one of them demonstrated wonderful leadership
potential and approached the task with insight and maturity. Leadership is instilled in all of us and
often only equated with a title or badge. At Williamstown we actively promote leadership qualities in
every student, highlighting everyday opportunities for these to shine through.
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Holding official positions this year we are pleased to congratulate:
HOUSE CAPTAINS
Captain
Vice Captain
Nelson
Tahu Roordink
Max Jezard
Keely Knight
Mim Suares-Jury
Ferguson
Raphael McDonald
Will Horn
Zahra Dib
Sinead Goroncy
Reid
Jonah Alexander
Geordan Wright
Tess Oldham
Mia Jones
Gem
Atticus Hurford
Will Hayward
Georgia Machar
Piper Cheswick
JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
Prep B
Holly Commons
Prep W
Leo Gray
Prep A
Harley Glasson
1T
Ava O’Toole
1S
Lex Dalton
1C
Phoebe Black
1R
Finn Barnes
2C
Astrid Bishop
2D
Ruby Gilmour
2B
Thomas Miller
3/4S
Ava Stiles
3/4K
James Cribb

3/4E
3/4T
3/4H
3/4J
56L
5/6W
5/6D
5/6P
5/6S
5/6M

Gus Mee
Amelia Smith
Amalie Fryar
Heidi Fehring
Bridgette Fechner
Mabel Murphy
Audrey Fullarton-Keller
Lachlan Till
Alfie Flook
Amelie Von Rechenberg

eSmart Leaders (last year’s grade 5’s)
 Keely Knight
 Georgia Machar
 Bridget Fechner
 Tess Oldham
 Alfie Flook
 Geordan Wright
Grade 5 eSmart Leaders still to be appointed

Our newly appointed House Captains showing off their team flag at assembly on Friday as they learned that
Ferguson took out the House Swimming Sports for 2017. Go Green!
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Once a Willy Kid; Always a Willy Kid
It’s always wonderful to hear great news about our Willy Kids as they embark on new endeavours post
primary school. We are very pleased to share with you some of their leadership achievements this year.
Congratulations to;
Georgia Downey is taking on the role of School Captain of the Pasco St Campus, Lochie Downie who is
the School Captain at Bayview Campus; Lauren Wood and Matthew Alsop who are Sports Captains;
Violet Gilbert who has joined the SRC; Kate Papazoglou and Thomas Webb who are Instrumental and
Music Captains. Well done guys!
We have also learned that three of our Willy Kids, Grace Dinham, Oskar Martin and Declan Edwards,
are off to the Year 9 Alpine Leadership Camp this year as well: They will be away until the start of
April!
From all at Willy Primary – we are very proud of you!
LoTE (Languages other than English) review
For regular readers of our newsletter you would know that this year we intend to review our LoTE
program at Williamstown. This comes off the back of our 2015 School Review process during which
time, parental and staff feedback identified a need for the school to investigate further opportunities for the
learning of Languages. With the ongoing implementation of our extensive Art, P.E. and Music programs,
as well as the establishment of our new Science curriculum, we need to ensure a balance of time and
commitment for our students within a very crowded curriculum. Of course, budget constraints and
human resources must also be taken into account as we work our way through this process and
provide our children with a high quality, guaranteed and viable curriculum.
This year, Italian will not be taught as a specialist learning subject. It will however continue to feature
in our classrooms across the school as children are involved in a range of activities which will promote
the everyday basics of the language using songs, games, iPad apps etc. We aim to review our provision
of languages this year so that the 2018 year commences with a renewed program ready to go. To
ensure we have your thoughts on hand to take into consideration, we would like your input into our
review.
Traditionally, when language learning first commenced at WPS, Italian was the language selected by
the school community. In those days this was somewhat of a community language in the area. Italian
has been taught at Willy in various ways, as a stand-alone program, integrated with the Art program,
fulltime and part-time. Most recently, Italian has been provisioned through a 55 minute session to all
students in all year levels, for one session per fortnight (or its equivalent). Like us, you may like to see
this time allocation increase; alternatively, you may like to see the language offered change; or you may
like to see something else entirely. Unfortunately, we don’t have a magic wand and we do therefore
have to manage our resources in the best way possible for all children. To help us do this however, we
would like your thoughts. Please go to the following link and complete our LoTE survey.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XfAWMfVE9Uy4uAEscfUdLNbWrypU1BD8ED9l6I2Ako/viewform?edit_requested=true

The survey will be open to families until Friday March 3rd.
Personal Safety Program
One of the ways our school meets its duty of care to provide a child safe environment is by conducting
a Personal Safety Program for primary school children. You may recall that last year our staff
undertook training with Child Wise, one of Australia’s leading child abuse prevention organisations,
so that we can effectively and carefully implement a personal safety program which has been designed
to provide children with the skills to know what to do in situations where they may be at risk of harm.
Sadly, there are times when we cannot be there to provide protection for our children. Therefore, we
believe it is very important, as a school community, that we do everything we can to provide our
children with skills in self-protection.
What Is Personal Safety?
Personal Safety is the building up of children’s resilience and confidence in order for them to problemsolve and identify strategies to prevent them from harm and abuse. Personal Safety strategies teach
children how to identify and avoid risky situations. The program empowers and educates children to
identify and speak up about situations such as: abuse, grooming, bullying and risk-taking behaviours.
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Why a Personal Safety Program?
 We want children to be safe, able to identify what is right and wrong, and what to do if they
have concerns.
 We want children to take notice of their feelings. This will enable them to respond safely to
worrying feelings, people who make them feel uncomfortable, and concerning behaviour.
 We want them to develop good observation and problem-solving skills to stay safe in
emergencies.
 We want them to be strong and confident in the knowledge that they have the right to be safe at
all times.
 We want them to have the resources and networks to call on if they have concerns or are in
danger.
The Personal Safety Program involves a holistic approach to keeping children safe. Personal safety
education is at its most effective when there is a three way approach to educating teachers and other
professionals, parents/carers and children.
To ensure that parents and carers are fully informed and know how to help children to stay safe, we
will once again hold an information session for you here at school. Please be on the look-out for further
details in upcoming newsletters. In the meantime, there are other ways for you to access information:
 Visit the Child Wise website at www.childwise.org.au, and click on: ‘Programs’ and
‘Parents/Carers’
 Speak to you child’s teacher
If you have any additional questions and would like to chat about this program further, please
contact Mat or Andrea.

‘Meet the Teacher’ Information nights
On Monday February 27th and Tuesday 28th February our teaching teams will hold information
sessions which we strongly encourage all families to attend. Each year of school is different and our
experience suggests that there are significant transition issues for children at any year level.
The sessions will be no longer than one hour in total: half an hour will be to share curriculum
information and insights with you about your child’s new school year; followed by an opportunity to
meet your child’s teacher and visit and learn about your child’s classroom.
Monday February 27th
The Prep team will present at 6:00pm in the Redbrick Hall
The Year 1 team will present at 7:00pm in the Redbrick Hall, and
The Year 2 team will also present at 7:00pm in Rooms 10 and 11, (Liz’s room).
Tuesday February 28th
The Year 3 /4 team will present at 6:00pm in the 5/6 Gallery space.
The Year 5 / 6 team will present at 7:00pm in the 5/6 Gallery space.
We look forward to seeing you!

Warm regards,
Andrea and Mat
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Other snippets of info
 All visitors and volunteers including parent helpers must have a current Working
with Children Check and pick up a Visitor’s Badge. These are available from the
office when visitors sign in/out using the PassTab system.

 Prep Welcome BBQ is coming up - Thursday 23rd February commencing
5:30pm
 Forms - Permission to photograph and general permission are due back asap

please.

 SCHOOL PHOTOS this year will be held on Tuesday February 28th.
 The school canteen is open on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in 2017.
 We encourage every child to walk, ride, skate or scoot to school every Friday, in fact
every day you can in term one.
 School commences at nine o’clock every day but the kids should arrive by the
8:50am bell so they are raring to go at 9:00am.
Please note the yard is NOT SUPERVISED prior to 8:45am.
 Willy Primary promotes a rubbish free environment and celebrates classes who have
“Nude Food” in their lunch box.
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Willy Kids are Friendly Kids
This term we are working on
COURTESY
This week are are working on
PUNCTUALITY
There are many important social skills we need to think about in the Willy Kids program but
perhaps there are none more relevant than punctuality. Being punctual simply means being on
time. And unfortunately there are too many times when we are not as punctual as necessary. It is
hard to cooperate with someone if they are not even there! Being on time is important. At school
it is important to be on time, ready and organised to begin learning whether it be at the beginning
of the day or after lunch and recess. Being on time shows that you are courteous and aware of the
needs of those around you by not making them wait for you to arrive. Children who are late for
school or late for classes during school often miss important information and this can leave them
feeling left out for the whole of the lesson as well as disrupting classmates and teachers. If you are
late for class it is hard to settle down and concentrate. It is everyone’s responsibility to be on time
– mums, dads, kids and teachers. So make a special effort next week and throughout the year.
And next week we investigate
Playing Together
(eSmart focus)
As you are no doubt aware Williamstown Primary has had some difficulties with playground
space over the last few years and this highlights the need for us to be able to play together.
Playing together does not just mean playing happily with our friends, although that is important.
Playing together means sharing our space and our games sensibly so everyone can enjoy their
playtime. It means thinking about other people and their games and making sure we are playing
sensibly so everyone can enjoy themselves. In past years it has been amazing to see two football
matches and a soccer game playing together practically in the same space on the oval. This shows
real co-operation, (and imagination!)
Some do’s and don’ts
Do play in sensible places. For example, footy for the big children should be on the oval.
Do look to see if other children are involved in a game or an area before you set up your game.
Do play safe games, particularly in small spaces.
Don’t run through other children’s games.
Don’t interfere with other children’s games.
Don’t take over other children’s areas.
Willy Kids are eSmart Kids
 Look after our Computer Lab
 Share equipment
 Provide support for each other, when needed
 Respect and care for our Computer Lab
 Remember to log off and leave the Computer Lab as found
.
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their diary on Mondays. This will ensure that
they are regularly reminded to continue to work
on this throughout the week. Diaries are to be
signed by a parent and returned to school each
Friday.

Every Friday is
WALK TO SCHOOL FRIDAY

This week you could ask your child about
what it means to be a good student in 5/6. What
does this look like? What is expected of them?
In Inquiry….
Learning 2 Learn, Learning 2 Be
Students in grades 5 and 6 are looking at what
type of learner they are. By discovering the
different ways we learn. Not only does this help
ourself to use the best possible tools for our
learning, but it also allows us to remain openminded by understanding ways in which we are
all different.

Class Reps
Thank you to the parents who have volunteered
to be the class rep for 2017.
We have a few grades looking for a rep.
Prep A, Prep W
1R,
2C, 2D,
3/4E, 3/4S, 3/4T,
5/6D, 5/6L, 5/6P, 5/6S
If you can help, please see the class teacher.

From
Lisa Leydin, Bianca Muraca, Ella Warmington,
Steven Puhar, Matthew Scalzo, Rebecca
Dorgan.

Gr. 3 / 4 NEWS
Welcome back everybody to Willy for the start
of the 2017 school year! We hope your holidays
were stress free and as relaxing as possible. This
term our integrated topics are ‘Learning to
Learn, Learning to Be’ and ‘Spinning in Space’, a
new science topic, which will be held in the new
science lab.

Gr. 5 / 6 NEWS
Team News –
The grades 5s and 6s have settled in well to the
new school year. It has been fantastic to see the
Willy Kid qualities we would expect from the
leaders of our school come through in what has
been a busy couple of weeks! Our house
swimming day last week was a huge success,
and it was great to see the students wearing
their house colours. This incredible house spirit
continued with most students jumping in the
pool to swim a lap or two to gain points for their
house! Inter-school sports also started up last
week with the Willy Gold team heading to
Williamstown North PS and the Willy Blue team
heading to Newport Gardens PS. All teachers
involved were thrilled to see wonderful
sportsmanship in each sport.

We would like to congratulate all the Grade 3s
and 4s that entered into the swimming carnival.
There were a total of 43 entrants who were all
very well behaved and showed great school
spirit and sportsmanship. Several children in the
3/4 area made it into the WPS swim team as a
result of their achievements on the day - well
done to all!
Reminders
Please make sure all the school apps that are
needed are loaded on to your child’s iPad. A
hard copy of the app list can be picked up at the
office. If you could also try to make sure that
iPads are fully charged and that children come
with over-ear head phones, this would assist

Reminders –
Students in grades 5 and 6 are reminded to write
their homework tasks and spelling words in
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greatly in our lessons. Also, please send along
an art smock, a box of tissues and a pencil case if
you have not already done so.

and who are required to have a ‘just right’ selfselected novel with them at school each day. All
students are expected to use their blue book
bags daily during independent reading sessions
and for literacy activities so if you could please
give your child a gentle reminder to bring them
to school, that would be greatly appreciated.

This week you could ask your child about…
In Literacy…How do you choose a just right
book? How do you know if it is too easy or too
hard? What is the 5 finger rule?

Notes – Please return ASAP
A huge thank you to the vast majority of parents
who have returned the many notes we have
already sent out this year (peach-coloured ICT
note, pink-coloured local excursions note,
Google Drive photos note, PG video content
note and families contact list note). If you are
yet to return these, we would be very
appreciative if you could get on to this, this
week. If you require a second copy, please let
your child’s class teacher know.

In Mathematics…What does place value mean?
How can you tell if something is a hundred or a
thousand?
In Inquiry…Why do we come to school? What
makes a terrific teacher? What makes a star
student?
In Child Wise…Ask your child about the
reasons we have rules. Together, discuss all the
activities they do, and the rules that keep them
safe.

Warm Water Swimming – Monday 20th March
to Thursday 30th March
This year, the Year 1 & 2 students will be
participating in the warm water swimming
program in Term 1 (as opposed to the usual
Term 3). From Monday 20th March to Thursday
30th March, we will be undertaking our warm
water swimming program at the Maribyrnong
Aquatic Centre. Year Two students will be
hopping on the bus at 1.15pm, will be in the
water from 2-2:45pm, and are expected to have
returned to school by 3:30pm. Depending on
traffic, we may be slightly delayed on our
return. A note will come home about this in the
next fortnight, but we wanted to give you early
notice as we will be looking for lots of parent
helpers. If you are keen to assist, you must have
a valid Working With Children Check. If you
don’t have one yet, they are free for volunteers
(excluding the cost of having a passport photo
taken) and you can apply online at
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
They often take a while to come in, so please
don’t wait until just before the swimming
program starts. Closer to the date we will put
out a call for helpers and provide you with some
additional information that we feel is relevant
for the swimming weeks.

From
Emil de Vries, Michelle Jordan, Joel Kitchen,
Anna Swan, Matt Eason-Jones, Molly Hedditch
and Johanne Ford.

Gr. 2 NEWS
Well it’s been a busy start to the year and we’ve
been very pleased with how the kids are settling
in to the routines and expectations in the
classrooms. As always, the step up to a new
year level can be daunting for many students
but your kids are doing a great job with the
challenge and with their resilience towards this
change. It’s very normal for them to take a good
term to really find their feet but if you have any
concerns for your child, please know that we
welcome parents to come and have a chat with
us. We’re here to give our very best to, and for,
your kids, and we value strong and regular
communication between home and school.
Blue Book Bags
Just a reminder as the year starts that every
single child needs to bring their blue book bag
to school each day, including all the guided
reading books we have placed in them. This is
equally important for students who have moved
beyond the 5-book system (higher than level 30)

This week you could ask your child about:
Reading – What is visualising? What images can
you see in your head when you read and what
part of the story helped you to visualise that?
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Writing – What is a sentence? How can we tell
when a sentence is complete? What are the two
types of sentences we are learning about?
Mathematics – How can we use place value to
tell which number is larger? What is a place
value game/warm-up we have been using in
class?
Unit of Work (Learning 2 Learn, Learning 2 Be)
– How does a good Willy Kid cooperate with
others?

soon be using IPads in their learning. Any child
who has not yet returned this note will not be
allowed to use the IPads.
Please send in a box of tissues. A big thank you
to those who already have provided some.
Please remind your child to bring an Art Smock
to school. These will be kept in the classroom for
the whole year and returned at the end of 2017.
Hats and sunscreen are also required this term.
No hat – No play!

Thanks for a lovely start to the year with your
kids.

Celebrations
We will be celebrating special events throughout
the year, as part of our “Celebrations” unit. This
term we will be celebrating Valentines Day, St
Patrick’s Day (wear something green) and
Easter with the Easter Hat Parade.

Until next time,
The Year Two Team - Liz Beasley (2B, Leading
Teacher), Zoe Dawkins (2D, Team Leader) &
Lauren Cunningham (2C)

Warm Water Swimming – Monday 20th March
to Thursday 30th March This year, the Year 1 &
2 students will be participating in the Warm
Water Swimming program in Term 1 (as
opposed to the usual Term 3). From Monday
20th March to Thursday 30th March, we will be
undertaking our Warm Water Swimming
program
at
the
Maribyrnong
Aquatic
Centre. Grades 1C and 1S will be hopping on
the bus at 10.15am, will be in the water from 1111:45am, and are expected to have returned to
school by 12:30pm. Grades 1T and 1R will be
hopping on the bus at 11.00am, will be in the
water from 11:45am-12:30pm, and are expected
to have returned to school by 1:15pm. A note
will come home about this in the next fortnight,
but we wanted to give you early notice as we
will be looking for parent helpers. If you are
keen to assist, you must have a valid Working
With Children Check. If you don’t have one yet,
they are free for volunteers (excluding the cost
of having a passport photo taken) and you can
apply online at
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
They often take a while to come in, so please
don’t wait until just before the swimming
program starts. Closer to the date we will put
out a call for helpers and provide you with any
additional information that we feel is relevant
for the swimming weeks.

Gr. 1 NEWS
A big welcome to Grade 1, in 2017! We are
thrilled to see the children so settled, ready for
learning and excited about all that school life
will bring this year. A big, welcome to our new
Grade 1 children and their families. We warmly
say hello to:
Kassia Jack in 1R
Harry Minchin in 1R
Lucy Firth in 1C
Isla Karakiozakis in IC
Curriculum Overviews
Look out for an overview of the curriculum for
Grade 1 in 2017. This will be coming home to
families on Thursday.
Reminders
A Parent Information Night/Meet the Teacherswill be held on Monday 27th February at 7pm in
the Red Brick Hall.
Please remind your child to bring their Blue
Book Bag to school every day as it is an
important way for the school to communicate
with families and vice versa. The book bags are
also great for those lunch orders to be kept in
until reaching the lunch-order tub at school and
of course for books to be kept nice and safe from
fermenting foods that can linger in school bags!
If you haven’t returned the ICT permission
notes please do so ASAP as the children will

This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – When do we use capital letters?
Mathematics – What are the months of the year?
What are the seasons? What day is it today?
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Tomorrow? Yesterday? Tell me how Maths is all
around us?
Integrated Unit Topic – How do I keep myself
Sunsmart?

March. As of Monday 6th March, the Preps will
be attending school full time - five days a week!
Monday Morning Assembly
Our Prep students should be congratulated for
the wonderful way they behaved at our very
first Monday morning assembly. They did their
teachers proud! Please remember that every
Monday morning all students are required to
assemble in their grades for a whole school
assembly commencing at 8.50am sharp (weather
permitting). Each grade will line up with their
classroom teacher and walk to the assembly area
together, which is in front of the PE Hall. You
are most welcome to attend, as a child from each
class will be awarded with a ‘Super Kid’ award.
You will also find in your child’s book bag a
‘Songs, Rhymes and Chants’ book containing a
copy of the School Declaration and National
Anthem. Please practise reading and singing
these together at home in readiness for reciting
them every Monday.

The Grade 1 Team
Tanya Chambers, Marina Robb, Nicki
Stutterd, Mary Colangelo and Tracey Evans

PREP NEWS
Curriculum Overview – Term 1
A Curriculum Overview for Term 1 will be sent
home this week- please look out for it in your
child’s blue book bag. The overview will outline
some of the activities and concepts being taught
in your child’s Prep classroom. (Please take note
of the Important Dates and Special Events
happening this term, which are listed on the
back of the Curriculum Overview.)
Prep Information Night
On Monday 27th February, the Prep Team will
be holding an Information Night at 6pm in the
Red Brick Hall. The Information Night will go
no longer than an hour and provide us with an
opportunity to share curriculum information,
discuss special events and give insights about
your child’s new year. We look forward to
seeing you there.

This week you could ask your child about:
Literacy – Read and enjoy the contents of your
child’s ‘Songs, Rhymes and Chants Book’ and
your child’s library book to help foster a love of
reading.
Mathematics – We have been learning about
and building number sense for numbers up to
and beyond five. Ask your child to show you
four or five objects and have fun counting up to
five or beyond together.

Blue Book Bags
All notes and books related to our Take Home
Book Program will be sent home via the blue
book bags. Please return all notes from home via
the blue book bag and remember to remind your
child to hand any notes to their teacher when
you place a note in the blue book bag.
Remember to check the blue book bags daily
and ensure they are returned to school every
day.

Inquiry (Learning 2 Learn, Learning 2 Be) –
Ask your child to describe some safe and unsafe
behaviours at school or around the home, e.g.
walking inside, holding scissors the safe way,
pushing the chair in, etc.
Thank you,
The Prep Team
Sheena Angus, Merilyn Burgess, Rochelle
White

Prep Rest Days & Prep Assessment
We have been quite impressed with how well
the Preps have settled into school life and
responded to the English and Numeracy Prep
Assessment Tasks during their allocated
appointment times each Wednesday. Two down
and two more to go! Next Wednesday, February
22nd will be the second last Prep Rest Day and
the last Prep Rest Day will be on Wednesday 1st

PE NEWS
On Tuesday the 7th of February, the
Williamstown Primary School House Swimming
Carnival / Trials were held at the Williamtown
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Surf Life Saving Club. We were fortunate
enough to have fantastic weather on the day and
all competitors did a fantastic job! There were
some great individual performances and great
team efforts. The support and cheering from all
the houses was fantastic and there was also
great support from many parents who attended.
The results of the House competition were as
follows:

JSC Reps
5/6S – Alfie Flook
5/6M – Amelie Von Rechenberg
5/6P – Lachlan Till
5/6D – Audrey Fullarton-Keller
5/6W – Mabel Murphy
56L – Bridgette Fechner
3/4J: Heidi Fehring
3/4H: Amalie Fryar
3/4T: Amelia Smith
3/4E: Gus Mee
3/4K: James Cribb
3/4S: Ava Stiles

1st Place – Ferguson
2nd Place – Gem
3rd Place – Nelson
4th Place – Reid
A big ‘Thank You’ must go the all of the parents
who came along and helped out on the day as it
could not have been possible without their help.
Also a big congratulations to all students who
made it through to the School swimming team
and competed on Tuesday 14th of February at
the district Swimming Completion.
Once again, congratulations to Ferguson!

2B: Thomas Miller
2D: Ruby Gilmour
2C: Astrid Bishop
1R: Finn Barnes
1C: Phoebe Black
1S: Lex Dalton
1T: Ava O’Toole

Paddy Gallivan
PE.

PB: Holly Commons
PW: Leo Gray
PS: Harley Glasson

Junior school council
Welcome back to the 2017 school year. All
grades have now elected their JSC rep for this
year. The teachers were very impressed with the
number of students who put themselves
forward to be their grade’s representative and
with the quality of the speeches that were
presented. It was a very difficult job for all
grades to elect only one representative. We
would like to thank every student who was
willing to take on this leadership role.
Congratulations to all the elected students.

Friends of willy
Welcome to new and current parents. Friends of
Willy (FoW), the name given to the parents and
families who support Willy Primary in so many
ways.
We are part of a wonderful group of families
who volunteer their time and support to help
organise events and do jobs around the school.
Everyone is welcome to be part of Friends of
Willy even if you can’t commit to a particular
role or join a working group, we always
appreciate help on the day of events.
We are always looking for fresh ideas and new
events and it’s a great way to meet other
parents.
The Friends of Willy get together once each term
to share ideas, plan and prepare for any up and
coming events. The working groups catch up as
needed.

Next Friday 24th February all Gr 3-6 JSC reps
will attend the Grip Leadership Conference in
the city. Please return notes and money for this
ASAP and see Bianca or Zoe if you have any
questions.
We look forward to our first official meeting
next Wednesday 22nd February and to working
with this wonderful group of Willy Kids in 2017.
Bianca, Ella and Zoe
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FoW news and up-dates are in the newsletter
each week and the Friends of Willy notices are
also displayed in the Music room window
(Along the covered walkway & next to the
canteen).
Here are some of the activities, events and jobs
you might like to become involved in:
Classroom helpers, Class Reps, Lost Property,
Banking, Fruit cutting, Prep BBQ, Mother’s &
Father’s Day Stall, Easter Raffle, Working Bees,
Bunnings BBQ, Footy Day, Family events,
parents events and this year the SEASIDE FAIR.
We are planning our first gathering where you
can find out more about Friends of Willy, how
you might be able to help or be involved or see
what activities we plan for the year. We will be
looking at both fundraising activities, also
family fun events and organising working
groups for the activities.

School banking
School Banking every WEDNESDAY
Williamstown Primary is excited to offer the
Commonwealth Bank School Banking program
to all students.
School Banking is a fun interactive and engaging
way for young Australians to learn about money
and develop good savings habits. Children who
deposit money into their youthsaver account
through School Banking earn Dollarmites
tokens, which they can save up and redeem for
exciting rewards.
The rewards available during 2017 are:
Cyber Handball - Term 1
Colour Change Markers - Term 1
3D Chalk Set - Term 2
Tablet Case - Term 2
Smiley Emoji Keyring - Term 3
Volt Handball - Term 3
Pencil + Tech Case - Term 4
Epic Earphones - Term 4 School

The “Gathering” evening is on Tuesday 7th
March, at 7.30pm in the school staff room.
Drinks and nibbles will be provided.
All welcome!
Hope to see you there!
Trish Murphy
FoW

Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school.
Williamstown Primary receives $5 when a
student makes the first ever school banking
deposit and 5% on every deposit made through
the school (to a maximum of $10 per individual
deposit).

LOST property NEWS
Pop Up Second Hand Uniform Sale
During the Prep Picnic we will be having a pop
up sale of second hand uniform on Thursday
23rd February in the Prep Area.
All official uniform item $5.

In 2016 Williamstown Primary received $838.18
in commission.

Community news

NUDE FOOD MONDAY

Oh no school is back! So let us help you blow
away the cobwebs with our Sensational Sports
and Dance Fun Programs Not only will you
have a great time with your friends, our
experienced coaches will help you learn some
great new skills.

Congratulations to
1T
With 85% of the grade with nude lunches!
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Term 1 will see children experience popular
sports and try some new ones as well! They will
learn some new games that will improve their
hand eye co ordination. This term we are
focusing on Soccer, Crazy Games, Cricket and
Basketball.
Kelly sports is a wonderful opportunity for your
child to develop key sporting skills and inspire
them to give sport a go as they improve their
catching, throwing, striking, running and
jumping.

SINGLE PARENTS ACTIVE KIDS PROUDLY
PRESENTS:

So if you are in Prep to grade 4 , come and see
what 40 000 thousand Australian kids do at the
end of their school day.

FREE FAMILY FUN DAY
LOGAN RESERVE IN ALTONA
SUNDAY 26TH OF MARCH
STARTING 1 PM
FREE BBQ, ENTERTAINMENT, ACTIVITIES
AS WELL AS:
MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS AND MORE.
EVEN IF YOU CAN'T ATTEND THERE ARE
PLENTY MORE OPPORTUNITIES, HERE IS A
LINK TO OUR VERY ACTIVE WEBSITE
http://www.singleparentsactivekids.org/
LIKE MINDED SINGLE PARENTS TO CHAT
WITH, ACTIVE KIDS WANTING TO PLAY
WITH YOUR ACTIVE KIDS, WIN WIN!
“SINGLE DOES NOT MEAN ALONE”
PLEASE RSVP TO
info@singleparentsactivekids.org or call Moush
on 0430 504 119.

So what are you waiting for! Look out for our
fliers and come out and join us.
For more information call Kelly Sports Essendon
on 93842204 or email sonya@kellysports.com.au
or
checkout
our
website
www.kellysports.com.au

Year 7, 2018 Enrolment
Period is Closing.
Applications for Year 7,
2018 will close on 17
February 2017.
Limited places available
for 2017
Applications for Year 7, 2019 will close on 25
August 2017
Enrolment application forms can be obtained
from the website www.msj.vic.edu.au or by
contacting the school on 8398 2000 or emailing
the College Registrar, Sherri Collins at
registrar@msj.vic.edu.au
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